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{INNESOTA CHILD WELFARE made its debut 
children appeared live 

with the public. Like Topsy, child 
entrance into the world tele- 
sion just grew. Early this year Charles 
newscaster for WCCO-TV 
introduced himself Mrs. 
Director the Minne- 
Division Child Welfare, while both 
attending community luncheon. Mr. 
announced that had been think- 
contacting the Division Child 
for help producing new program 
Sometime previously the staff the 
staff, recognizing that 
presentation had definite sales appeal, 
inaugurate similar series for 
viewers. The local staff, however, 
one step further; they wanted 
baby orphan since obviously 
this category would create tre- 
audience appeal. Also obviously, 
far Mr. McCuen was concerned, 
Mrs. Rindfleisch, Director Child Wel- 
Was just the person supply 
baby. 

Mrs. Rindfleisch agreed that showing 
and particularly orphaned infant, 
vould insure the success any television 
Furthermore, she told Mr. McCuen, 
was very interested working with 
any effort which would result 
good public relations for 
welfare and increased audience for 
the television station. However, she foresaw 
complications for both child welfare 
television Mr. McCuen’s plan and 
therefore she suggested that the two them 
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NOT TV—MINNESOTA SETTLES THE QUESTION 


The author discusses the use television acquaint 
the public with the adoption problems the child 
with special needs. 


consider the matter thoroughly planned 
conference later date. 

Several days later Mr. McCuen appeared 
Mrs. Rindfleisch’s office, still keenly inter- 
ested obtaining orphaned baby for tele- 
vision, but quite willing listen the pos- 
sible ramifications such plan. Like many 
people, Mr. McCuen was surprised learn 
that Minnesota had few orphans and 
orphanages; agreed that these factors 
complicated the possibility his obtaining 
orphan for television. Instead was 
willing settle for “child welfare” baby. 
However, Mrs. Rindfleisch described the 
problems and pressures agencies 
cause the limited supply and great demand 
for babies, Mr. McCuen began realize that 
child welfare agencies would subject 
great deal criticism baby was given 
even temporary basis and 
that the station turn would bombarded 
requests for the child. further decided 
that many these requests might well come 
from angry applicants who had been unsuc- 
cessful obtaining child elsewhere and 
who turn might vent their anger the 
television station. 

This conversation quite naturally led 
discussion the basic problems adoption: 
too many requests for too few babies and 
too few requests for older hard-to-place 
youngsters who were desperately need 
adoptive homes. this time Mr. McCuen 
was intrigued the real drama child 
welfare and was interested helping agen- 
cies well producing popular television 
program. After some thought suggested 
that share with his station staff the impos- 
sibility programing orphaned baby; 
instead would propose the possibility 
building series shows around hard-to- 
place children. 
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hour after his meeting with Mrs. Rind- 
fleisch, Mr. McCuen telephoned state that 
his station manager was convinced that pro- 
children was excellent idea, particularly 
actual hard-to-place children were shown 
the program. matter fact, Mr. 
McCuen said, the entire station staff had 
been alerted into immediate produc- 
tion; all that was necessary was bring 
the children! 

While Mrs. found such en- 
thusiasm and flexible mobility refreshing, 
she did think wise move little more 
slowly, the basis considering all manner 
details, particularly the necessity in- 
cluding all placement agencies planning. 
Somewhat reluctantly, Mr. McCuen agreed 
reduce the rapid pace television while 
Mrs. Rindfleisch agreed increase the 
slower pace social agencies. From this 
match tempos, Minnesota’s 
Children” campaign was born. 


Laying the Groundwork 


Shortly thereafter Mrs. Rindfleisch shared 
the idea showing actual hard-to-place 
youngsters television, effort re- 
cruit homes, with Department Public Wel- 
fare executives, her staff, representatives 
various public and private agencies and 
finally with individual workers hard-to- 
place children. The reaction most people 
was identical: they gasped professionally, 
then decided the idea had merit, and ended 
campaign committee, consisting represen- 
tatives from public and private agencies, was 
appointed consider the many aspects 
this type publicity, plan procedures and 
work with the television station staff. 

The committee recognized, first all, that 
something needed done publicize the 
tremendous need for adoptive homes for 
hard-to-place children. Past efforts this 
respect had been scattered and consisted 
mostly written publicity and speeches 
various groups; they had not produced any 
obvious results. The committee further 


recognized that showing actual children from 
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the hard-to-place group would have 
selling appeal, although everyone had 


During 


children televised. The committee also 


concerned about the fact that television pub. 
licity might result agencies being 
barded impulsive and unsuitable 
cants which would detract from the already 
limited time available recruit adequate 
homes. And finally the committee was con. 
cerned that television staff might not 
skilled work with 
place children television show. 
Despite the fact that everyone recognized 
the many problems and inherent dangers 
combining child welfare and television this 
manner—some caseworkers child 
welfare might regressing the old 
when 
Minnesota courthouses and 


auctioned off” 
local families—committee members had 
more faith than concern and proceeded 
plan and implement planning. One one, 
the problems were attacked and solved, with 
agency people well aware that they were 
treading unknown and potentially 
gerous ground. 

Everyone was agreed, however, that 
was worthwhile attempt this new method 
publicity, since only actual experience 
would determine were feasible and prac- 
tical and since Minnesota certainly had 
large number hard-to-place children 
ing homes. Everyone hoped, course, that 
efforts would result the immediate place- 
ment children, but all agreed that they 
would satisfied the campaign resulted 
good general publicity and education. 


Planning the Program 


After laying this basic groundwork, the 
campaign committee began series meet- 
ings with staff. Now that the 
campaign concluded, Minnesota agencies 
are firmly convinced that its success due 
mainly the excellent cooperation between 
the two groups plus the fact that the tele- 
vision staff members who worked directly 
with youngsters appearing the program 
series are unusually gifted and sensitive people. 
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During the planning stage, the television 
had 


proposed that youngsters appear the 
Moore Show—a daily early morning 
also program. Mr. Moore, after whom the 
ble local talent every type and vari- 
already and several standard acts, including 
adequate omic, pianist and Mr. McCuen, who 

Was the morning newscasts. Together the 
not committee and the television staff 

hard-to greed they would experiment with the 
for six weeks. 

The campaign would begin with inter- 
several social workers who would 
the groundwork for the appearance the 
preparatory talks Mr. Moore, 
eventually the showing actual young- 
ters. Everyone was convinced was im- 
that children handled naturally, 
that personal questions asked them, 
that they hear comments during the show 
the purpose their appearance, 
and that effort made arouse undue 
entimentality and emotion the part 
the television audience. Both the committee 
and the television staff agreed that either 
“side” could withdraw any time during 
the proposed time limit should appear that 
the campaign was not progressing well. 

Finally was agreed that publicity 
given the program series, outside that 
actually involved the program presenta- 
tion, although was recognized this policy 
would result the program’s reaching only 
the limited audience regular viewers 
(mainly the Twin Cities area) viewers 
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who happened tune particular day. 
This move, was decided, would provide 
means withdrawing with limited amount 

ork, publicity should become apparent that 

the campaign had too many pitfalls and 
hat the drawbacks. The only exception this par- 

ticular policy was the that agen- 

cies could notify known waiting applicants 

about the program that they could have 

clearer understanding the children avail- 

directly} able. 

the committee pondered 

the problem selecting children for the 
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presentation the program series. Eventu- 
ally was decided that children falling into 
the following categories could used: 


children who would not damaged appearing 
the television program arranged; 

children who could prepared short time; 

children under ten, preferably pre-school age; 

children whose present adjustment would not 
endangered parents, relatives, former board- 
ing parents identifying them the program and 
attempting re-establish contact with them; 

children whose handicaps for placement were 
obvious and simple; 

children who were photogenic 
outgoing. 


These criteria were shared with various pub- 
lic and private agencies which then selected 
youngsters who could used the pro- 
gram. Individual caseworkers, course, 
assumed responsibility for preparing children 
and boarding parents for the coming event; 
addition individual caseworkers met with 
Mr. Moore, prior each child’s appearance 
the program, give him general informa- 
tion about the youngster and also arrange 
for period for each child 
before the show that could become ac- 
quainted with Mr. Moore and begin feel 
comfortable. 


Preparing Parents and Children 


Caseworkers consistently reported that 
boarding parents and children approached 
about the television program were enthusi- 
astic their response. Only those boarding 
parents, course, who could face the fact 
that their foster children might move into 
adoptive placements were contacted; these 
people genuinely were interested doing 
what they could contribute the cam- 
paign general and help their foster chil- 
dren specific. 

Preparation the youngsters naturally 
varied from child child. Very small chil- 
dren were told they were going party 
were going television, while older 
youngsters were given very general informa- 
tion regarding the purpose the program. 
They were told they would appear with 
other youngsters show television viewers 
how nice they were that social workers 


[3] 


\ 
; 
» 
a 


could helped find more homes for other 
children like them who could not with 
their own mothers and fathers. attempt 
was made interpret any youngster that 
his appearance television might lead 
his being placed adoption. Apparently the 
mere fact appearing television was such 
intriguing experience these older chil- 
dren that resulted their complete block- 
ing other factors. 


Greg, six-year-old boy, was not informed the 
purpose his television appearance. 

order explain this particular trip with his case- 
worker, his avid interest children’s television pro- 
grams and television personalities was utilized. Greg was 
told that his caseworker knew some his favorite 
characters, that these individuals were interested 
him, and that they wanted him appear their pro- 
gram. Being friendly, active child, Greg was com- 
pletely thrilled such proposal. 

His foster mother, who always had accepted the pos- 
sibility that some day might placed adoption, 
was given detailed information regarding our plan 
use the television program recruit homes for young- 
sters, who, like Greg, were handicapped one way 
another. The foster mother thought this was novel 
approach, but also very worth-while since she thought 
more people should know that handicapped child like 
Greg could real joy parent. When she was asked 
how she would feel about Greg’s appearing the pro- 
gram, she said she thought would enjoy this very 
much and she turn would glad cooperate any 
way possible. She hoped that Greg’s appearance the 
show might result his having home his own, even 
though this meant she would lose him. 

Greg was filled with slightly immodest, but charm- 
ing, sense importance and was anxious deter- 
mine whether not his foster mother and playmates 
had seen him TV. The experience was nothing more 
than exciting and colorful event his life. 

Shortly after our agency decided present ten-year- 
old Raymond the television program, the boy’s case- 
worker met with his foster mother. The caseworker gave 
the foster mother general information about the purpose 
and the format the program and asked her reaction 
this new approach. The foster mother thought was 
good idea and probably method which would create 
interest the part the audience. When the case- 
worker asked her about Raymond’s appearing the 
program, she thought the boy would enjoy this and 
would not particularly concerned about the purpose 
his appearance. She was willing cooperate and did 
cooperate fully further planning. 

The caseworker explained the purpose the program 
Raymond very simple terms, tying this with the 
fact that one time the caseworker had looked for the 
home which Raymond now lived. further explained 
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that sometimes was hard for caseworkers 
enough homes simply because not enough people gecial 
about children like Raymond who needed homes. the 
mond accepted this explanation and readily agreed the 
pear the program. Actually was much more inter wed 
the fact that would have opportunity 
meet “Axel and his 

Raymond seemed enjoy this experience. far 
the caseworker could ascertain gave little thought 
the fact that was part recruitment campaign; 
was much more impressed with his having 
speaking acquaintance with Axel. 
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addition providing this emotional 
preparation, agencies dipped into various 
related funds provide especially attractive 
clothing and hair cuts for the 
partly certain they bore earmarks 
children and would thus 
the wrong kind emotional response 
viewers, and partly enable them com. 
pete successfully with other youngsters who 
from time time appeared the Dave 


star 
Moore Show and the program immediately 


following. 


Somewhere along the line its 
the campaign committee contended with 
problem generally identifying these chil- 
dren far the public was concerned. 
Everyone disliked the connotation 


Interpreting Program the Public 


special Finally the committee de- 
cided use the term children” 
since this did set the group apart, and dif 
sarily so, but did not sound essentially 
negative. 
The first live show was televised late 
March. that time Dave 
viewed Mrs. Rindfleisch who set the tone 
the program series explaining that agen- 
cies faced two-fold problem adoption 
programs: not enough babies for too many pla 
applicants and too many children” 
for too few applicants. She briefly described 
“special children” and responded Mr. 
Moore’s invitation bring some them 
appear his program. 
Several days later, Mr. Moore, who this 
time had received much indoctrination 
that was well his way becoming ive 


| 


spoke child welfare general and 
children” specific, using script 
the committee had prepared for him. 
the next program, Mr. Moore inter- 
Richard Bartsch, case supervisor 
the local private church agencies. Dur- 
his interview Mr. Bartsch described 
children” and the kind homes 
needed well announcing that sev- 
such youngsters would appear the 
the following day. should 
that, until was certain that planning 
proving successful, commitment was 
the air more than one program 
time. During the successive four weeks 
urteen children appeared eight different 
Some the programs featured 
one child; others several children 
one time. The youngsters ranged 
from two ten, were divided equally 
sfar sex was concerned, and were either 
‘white, Indian, Negro mixed race. Some 
children naturally were more respon- 
than others and one hyperactive little 
almost succeeded reducing the 
child was accompanied the studio 
caseworker and occasionally set 
proud boarding parents. 
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“Performances” 


might anticipated, every program 
vas different, depending each child’s age, 
and reaction. Except for one very 
mall girl, who the last minute refused 
anything but hide her head her case- 
vorker’s lap, all the youngsters 
well and naturally, partly because 
they had been well prepared, but mainly 
Mr. Moore showed natural genius 
playing and talking with them. addi- 
tion, other staff members the program 
were relaxed with the youngsters and drew 
them into their acts easy manner, show- 
ing nothing but honest amusement when 
youngster stole their scenes. 

The children were spot-lighted various 
the program. Usually they came 
ten minutes after the program started, 


late 
tone 
agen- 
loption 
many 
ildren” 
scribed 
hem 


this 
nation 
ing 
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were introduced their first names, and 
identified special guests. Following this 
Mr. Moore played chatted with the chil- 
dren about casual subjects, introduced them 
other performers showed them around 
the studio. Usually some particular toy 
animal which individual child was 
likely respond was used prop, thus 
providing natural area for activity. 

Frequently while other acts were prog- 
ress, the youngsters were panned very 
appealing shots showing them playing 
sitting quietly. One thing learned very early 
was eliminate the television screen the 
stage. soon youngsters saw themselves, 
they became fascinated and froze, outside 
one little boy who put amusing per- 
formance for his own benefit and the huge 
delight the watching audience. None 
the children made any comments 
areas, except for one youngster who an- 
nounced, while playing with set soldiers, 
that Indians were bad. This occurred imme- 
diately after the appearance two Indian 
girls the program; fortunately Mr. Moore 
saved the pieces suggesting this longer 
held true. 

the conclusion each program 
which children” appeared, the 
following announcement was made from 
closed microphone, not audible the 
children: 


“The children interviewed today’s program are 
typical the ‘special children’ Minnesota who need 
adoptive homes. These ‘special children’ range age 
from one ten; they represent several races—Negro, 
white, Indian and Oriental. Some these youngsters 
are upset because past experiences with their natural 
families; others are slower than average; some have 
physical handicaps. All these children are wards 
the voluntary and public agencies Minnesota and are 
available for permanent adoption. you are interested 
learning more about the adoption these ‘special 
children,’ phone write the Department Public 
Welfare, St. Paul—CA 2-3013. Residents Hennepin 
County are asked contact the Hennepin County 
Welfare Board, Court House, Minneapolis, 9-1662.” 


Children’s Reactions Programs 


the programs proceeded, and for several 
months after, the committee members and 
the television staff constantly evaluated 
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their efforts. One their major concerns was 

that children might damaged this ex- 
perience. Fortunately their 
groundless. Each child enjoyed being able 
participate and none showed any unusual 
reaction gave any indication being con- 
cerned about the actual purpose his ap- 
pearance. None them heard any damaging 
comments from their friends, since young 
children who watched the program were too 
small comprehend what was involved, 
while most the friends older children 
were their way school during the time 
the program. Those youngsters whose 
friends knew their television experience 
actually were the envy their neighbor- 
hoods. 

illustrate: Sonja and Alice Hill were 
quite vocal about the experience. Alice, who 
has been since she was old 
enough sit and take notice, enjoyed the 
experience thoroughly. She knew that she 
was and took pride appearing 
TV. The first thing she asked the foster 
mother when she came home was, “Did you 
see me?” She took spirit fun she 
does most things. She well acquainted with 
for she puts some time each day 
watching TV, which she enjoys immensely. 

Sonja was little concerned following the 
show. She felt she had not performed satis- 
factorily because, everything she said, Alice 
contradicted. Sonja has real feeling about 
not doing things satisfactorily, school, 
and she had some feelings guilt following 
the end the show lest she did not perform 
expected her. When was explained 
her that the appearance was not like school 
but for fun, she had better feeling about her 
conduct and was more accepting Alice’s 
contradictions. 

None Sonja’s schoolmates saw Sonja 
because none them has said anything 
her about the show. She, like Alice, was 
anxious know the foster parents had 
seen her TV. All the foster parents’ rela- 
tives had watched the show and, following 
the show, all them complimented the two 
girls how fine they looked and 
how well they acted. They also commented 
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about their pretty dresses, purses, 

Neither Alice nor Sonja hoped for 
following the show for, time, was; 
promise given them that they would 
placed for adoption after the show. The in. 
terpretation given them prior the 
appearance was that they were going 
appear with other children progr 
viewers what nice little girls they 
This would let people know that they were 
the same other children though not living 
with their own parents, and there was 
possibility that someone watching 
children would want one more 
the group children come live with 
them their own child children. Neither 
the girls, since the television show, have 
asked about adoption. have not said 
anything more about 
adoption outgrowth the show. 

man, boarding parents were highly 
satisfied and very proud their foster chil- 
dren; all them considered 
worthwhile. 
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Agency Response Applicants 


mentioned previously, the campaign 
committee and individual agencies were con- 
cerned, very early planning, that the 
number unsuitable applicants who would 
respond the program series emotional 
manner couples who actually wanted 
normal infant. was decided this problem 
could reduced several ways: 


oncerr 


The announcement made the end the program 
would very specific. (Planning people were con- 
cerned first that the announcement might 
too blunt and discouraging, but eventually decided 
that any potential applicant who did not proceed 
further result the announcement probably 
was not likely candidate for child.” 


to 


All applicants would channeled through the 
State Department Public Welfare, with the ex- 
ception those applicants living Hennepin 
County, large urban area; these applicants were 
referred their own county welfare board. This 
plan, was thought, would 
would produce greater efficiency handling all 
applicants group with one focus, rather than 
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interspersing them with the usual run-of-the-mill 
adoptive couples. The committee suggested that 
during the course the initial group interview 
held for these applicants either the above 
two public agencies, couples could referred 
any agency their choice. 


interpretative brochure children” 
would sent all applicants who responded 
the program series before arranging for personal 
appointment. This brochure, which was prepared 
prior the beginning the series, presented 
positive, but realistic manner, what was involved 
adopting child” and urged applicants 
consider various factors very carefully before 
proceeding with personal interviews the desig- 
nated agency. 
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Fortunately, unfortunately, the prob- 


N j . . 

being overwhelmed applicants, un- 
sai 


watching one more the pro- 


show, 


uples, incidentally, asked for 
whom they had seen television.) 
project 


couples continued contact with 
after receiving the interpretative 
Two these eventually were re- 
two withdrew, one was put reserve 


mpaign particular type child become 
and ten currently are under study. 


the campaign they had received 
direct requests for children” 
couples waiting for initial screening 
and another agency reported that 
family, who previously had adopted two 
stated that they had been giving 
child and now, result the tele- 
were ready proceed. Still 
agency reported that was the 


would 
otional 
wanted 
roblem 


program 
con- 
night 


placing two youngsters who fell 
the “‘special children” category while 
hild.” campaign was progress. result 
ugh the several shows, various community 
the who previously had looked askance 
the placement, now were changing their 
nts were §. 

This 

possible far the community general was 
ind also the response the series was 
all There were known repercussions 
previously rejected adoptive applicants 
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couples waiting for normal child and 
many people, who were not interested 
adoption, stated they had been impressed 
the production. 


Results Program 

Statistically speaking, Minnesota’s 
campaign rolled impressive results 
far actual placements were concerned. 

Everyone Minnesota child welfare, how- 

ever, convinced that the campaign pro- 

duced other equally valuable results: 
Child welfare workers proved, their own satis- 
faction, that paying careful attention detail, 
possible use actual agency children tele- 
vision publicity campaign. 

Child welfare workers gained considerable experi- 
ence working the media television, ex- 
perience which should stand them good stead 
future television public relations programs. 

Child welfare acquired staunch friends and power- 
ful allies among the staff the television station. 

Agencies made real progress their constant 

efforts interpret child welfare programs the 
community. sharing one their problems 
appealing and yet realistic manner, agencies elim- 
inated some the usual misunderstanding often 
involved child welfare and gained new friends 
for their programs. 


Agencies found new way meeting the usual 
pressure, frustration and bitterness the many 
applicants waiting for children. the past case- 
workers tended approach these applicants 
defensive manner trying help them under- 
stand that children were not being kept from place- 
ment; the campaign allowed applicants “‘see for 

Agencies made new and novel beginning their 
attempt educate the general public that adopt- 
ing children” socially acceptable and 
can provide many satisfactions. 

Public and private child welfare agencies devel- 
oped new mutual understanding and made great 
strides learning how work together 
mutual problem. 


matter fact, Minnesota child wel- 
fare staffs are convinced that efforts were 
worth-while, they are laying the groundwork 
for another children” campaign. 
With their recent experience 
ground, agency staffs are preparing for 
all-out campaign, replete with television, 
movies and newspaper publicity insure 
reaching ever-widening group potential 
parents for children.” 
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Jacob Reingold 
Executive Director 
Blythedale 

Valhalla, New York 


Beatrice Hartley 


Director Social Service 


PARENTS’ PARTICIPATION 
WHILE THEIR CHILD CARE 


Children admitted institution suffer 
ruption parental care which, not 
compensated for, may result physical and 
retardation. The authors discuss preparation 
separation the physically handicapped child 
well the continued part played the child’s 
all during his care. This article 
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significant because the universal truth Furthe 


principles states. 


resident center for ortho- 
pedically handicapped children, ages three 
thirteen, tries strengthen and support the 
casework process through the establishment 
and implementation agency policy. 

Eligibility for admission evaluated 
individual basis taking into consideration the 
child’s physical and social handicap, well 
his emotional needs. Referrals are made 
hospitals, social work agencies and/or pri- 
vate physicians. The treatment 
patients and the length time required 
worked out our medical staff coopera- 
tion with the referring hospital private 

Our medical staff has become more 
thoughtful its awareness and relatedness 
the role that the parents, home and the 
staff have sustaining and helping the child 
through his illness. Frequent conferences 
with the multi-disciplines have resulted 
our seeing the child total person and not 
isolated “orthopedic condition.” The 
disciplines active addition the physi- 
cians are nursing, psychiatry, social service, 
group work, therapy (physical, occupational 
and speech), and school 

This paper deals with the development 
agency structure, enable the various dis- 
ciplines more helpful the child and 
his parents. Once the physicians have ap- 


Average length stay nine months. 

With such complex and active team, the process 
and development the necessary leadership involved 
coordination would provide sufficient material for 
separate article. 
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proved the applicant, social service 
ment becomes involved actively. The 
worker there for the express purpose 
facilitating the medical service that 
and helping the child and his family 
the most constructive use Thus, 
from the initial stages separation 
the resident care and post discharge 
However, there was time, not far 

past, when child was placed 
and kept there with insufficient 
from home, and was eventually 
that home. Recognizing that this kind new 

separation might harmful the child 
parent participation that the parent, 
and child could brought closer 
tunity 

results 

most 


The Agency’s Program 


The involvement parent and child 
requirement that starts with pre-admission 
interviews. These may occur home, the 
referring hospital, our city office. 
evaluated that there more time for them 
come grips with some the problems 
inherent separation. Once the decision has 
been made, request that the parents, one 
both, come with the child the day 
admission. There will some who may hold 
jecture that this step might make 
for the separation. However, has 
been our experience that the parents’ 
ence time when the child also being} 


initiated into his ward, nursing, group brace: 


CHI 


Jame 


obta 


activities reassuring. The parents 
saying, back” the very 
that they take leave him and have, 
become small part the 
new environment. Also, the point 
‘admission, the parents know that may 
for them visit the following 
even the day after, order help 
child during the beginning period. This, 
‘course, addition the regular Sunday 

Further, during the intake period, parents 
apprised the fact that they are ex- 
rected participate the program the 
their coming Blythedale for full 
visit regular basis. The fre- 
wency such visits related the in- 
ividual needs the child, with minimum 

Thus, the parents become intimately ac- 
and involved the details daily 
Through their participation the 
they see for themselves what their 
the child and parents alike achieve 
child sense achievement for both. 
parents have opportunity discuss 
nt, child with the people who deal with him 
and they have welcomed this oppor- 
tunity participate the program. The 
have indicated that this has been 
most worthwhile. 


inte 
and 
child 


giver 


the 
ice. The 
ssed and 
for them 
sion has 
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day 
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James Morris, aged four, was referred 
hospital specializing the treatment and rehabilitation 
palsy children out-patient basis. That 
hospital felt that the child could benefit greatly from 
program, only that way would able 
obtain the necessary intensive therapy daily 
was recognized that the mother could not 
manage attendance out-patient clinic with such 
frequency; nor did the hospital offer daily therapy. 
addition, the mother had the responsibility her house- 
hold duties, another child and considerable marital 
problems. James was rather appealing little boy who, 
because was alert and verbal, impressed people with 


his ability adjust situations and make known his 


needs and desires. was moderately severely in- 


braced. appeared easy prepare James for ad- 
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mission. was eager come The mother, 
young harassed person, also wanted very much 
involved the rehabilitation program her son. How- 
ever, the developing intake process, became clear 
that Mr. and Mrs. Morris had very disturbed rela- 
tionship. 


During the pre-admission and admission 
process, the social worker had indicated the 
value the mother being integral part 
the rehabilitation process. However, that 
time, had been presented something 
desirable and not requirement. was 
clear that the father would not active 
participant the casework relationship and 
that far the mother was concerned he, 
the father, was just another child. 


Child Moves 


James moved into Blythedale rather easily and com- 
fortably. seemingly made progress during the first 
six weeks his stay, and then was almost though 
became fixated want mommy.” During this 
early period, the social worker realized that something 
more had put into the relationship with the 
mother this child was able receive sufficient 
value from his therapy. James had been psychologically 
tested and found good intelligence, but showed 
disturbance the area relationship his parents. 
was insecure and troubled. had witnessed serious 
marital fights between his parents. 


conference re-emphasized our con- 
viction that the child’s need for support from 
home was great that the parents would 
have involved James were make 
progress and were remain. Blythedale 
had already set the agency structure 
involving parents the therapy and daily 
living program child. However, had 
not been necessary use this requirement 
since most the parents had accepted the 
procedure. the case the Morrises, the 
social worker became more active her re- 
lationship with the mother, giving recogni- 
tion the important role she had 
son’s well-being and her genuine desire 


helpful. 


Mother’s Participation 


spite her own personal problems, the mother 
agreed that she would come regularly during the week 
spend time with James, addition observing and 
being involved the therapy program. The results were 
almost miraculous. The child became happier, better- 
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adjusted child his nursery school group. began 
move towards doing things his own during the ther- 
apy periods. The mother began get satisfaction from 
her visits Blythedale when she saw that her severely 
handicapped child could things. She was encouraged 
and helped move better apartment and was able 
take hold such degree that, even though she was 
not living with her husband, she had enough stability 
have James home weekends and holidays. This 
had not been easy for the mother. 


was possible help the mother because 
the agency requirement that she partici- 
pate, which raised the problem above the 
personal feelings either the caseworker 
the mother. This also left enough room for 
expression hostility towards the require- 
ments, without endangering the tenuous 
casework relationship which was developing. 
What started requirement the part 
the institution became such source 


satisfaction and comfort mother and child 
that one year later, 


James was discharged home and, the same time, 
was accepted student special class for cere- 
bral palsy children. 


Home Visits Become Part Program 


our effort narrow the gap between 
the child and his home, have established 
program regular weekend home visits 
planned basis minimum once every 
two months, addition three planned 
holidays during the year. This plan home 
visiting required long period review 
agency policy, involvement medical and 
nursing disciplines, since such change was 
radical departure from past procedures. 
The nurses and doctors were concerned about 
the increased possibility infection, well 
the known psychological factors upset 
for the child and family when the child left 
and returned Blythedale. There was also 
considerable concern about whether medical 
regime would observed and enforced 
home. However, once the initial resistance 
could overcome, was agreed try the 
home visiting plan experimental basis. 
became the self-conscious responsibility 
all disciplines involved observe the impact 
this plan both child and parents. was 
necessary involve community resources 
special situations where the child might re- 
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quire specific nursing care while 
such the Visiting Nurse Service, 
necessary injections, etc. 
The plan worked well that has sin 
become regular part under-care 
dure and discussed with the parents 
child prior admission. The child’s joy 
planning with the parents for these hom 
visits, and the careful preparation 
parents for the child, heightens the 
the child his knowledge that there sti 
room and feeling for him home. The fre 
quency the home visits planfully 
creased before discharge, that the 
ties that might arise from the 
the child into the family might arrar 
thoughtful basis with the 
time valuable ally. The problems 
then dealt with during the child’s stay 
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Blythedale and the final discharge can 
more constructive for all concerned. 


Illustration Value Home Visits 


David Martin was nine years age when 
admitted for treatment This illness 
treated for the most part bedrest for period tim 
ranging from one three years. David was the 
two boys who had been reared 
and indulged way. The family better than 
income with the father being professional person. The 
mother had very strong tie all the members 
family, but particularly David. She was 
from severe hypertension and needed considerable 
cal care herself. When the illness Mrs. 
re-arranged every part her home meet the 
this child who was bed. Other activities 
mal living almost stopped. The mother planned 
ties for the child, brought children into the home 
contrived numerous things the hope that this would 
satisfy her son’s needs. 

This continued for almost eight months with 
mother becoming sicker and requiring more 
attention herself, and the boy becoming 
more infantilized. Fewer and fewer boys 
neighborhood wanted come and play with 
The one-to-one relationship became devastating 
After talking with David’s doctor, her husband and her 
own doctor, was agreed that referral should made 
Blythedale where David would have opportunity 
for more normal socialization and school 
and the mother would have opportunity see her- 
self person with needs her own too. 

There was careful preparation the child and the 
parents for this move with pre-admission visits, that 
David could become acquainted with Blythedale and 
the mother, particularly, could see the nature the 
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Avascular necrosis one both femoral capital 
epiphyses usually occurring boys early childhood. 
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care that would given him. The admis- 
jon was discussed rather tentative basis leaving 
child and his mother enough room change their 
the end one month. During this period, there 
several telephone calls day. There was height- 
degree uncertainty and sadness David was 
acing difficulties finding his place with his peers. Mrs. 
visited frequently during the week. The social 
yorker saw David every other day. knew that 
make the decision with his mother leave the 
was too tough. 

least three occasions, David said wanted 
home, more testing fashion than with genuine 
desire stemming from total unhappiness. The mother 
during this period was being seen intensively the 
worker and while she had mixed feelings about 
what was happening, she was helped keep her original 
decision. She extended this new strength her part 
her son. Both they and the father agreed that David 
would remain, but David’s request weekend visit 
was arranged the end the month. 


Results First Home Visit 


That first home visit was rather overwhelming one. 
Perhaps was this more than anything else that helped 
David return Blythedale with firmer conviction 
and desire about some the values being away while 
needed bedrest. Relatives had been invited; the 
brother, junior high school, had invited boys 
tothe home; there was such concentration attention 
that David truly felt smothered. must have realized 
for the first time how much wanted develop some 
independence. After this David seemed more inclined 
accept remaining Blythedale, although could 
always acknowledge that was much more comfortable 
and easier home. continued have frequent home 
visits. His mother and other relatives came 
special days. 

David did not have easy time making his own 
way with the boys. After about year and one-half, 
however, was strong enough accepted his 
own standards, rather than wanting rougher and 
tougher boy the image some the others his 
ward. This greater security himself was recognized 
the other boys who then could accept him. This was im- 
portant since the beginning the mother had continued 
her pattern buying gifts for the other boys the ward 
hope that would buy friendship, affection, and 
protection for her son. During this interval the mother, 
who was being seen the social worker, could acknowl- 
edge and partially work some her own personality 
problems they impinged upon her son. Her interest 
and concern for the members her family caused her 
work these problems with some amelioration during 
the ending phase. 


Preparing Leave Blythedale 

However, case was one the 
more difficult and ones, that after two and 
one-half years Blythedale, was able talk about 
going home, knowing that going home would mean being 
bed for while. The discussions that took place be- 
tween mother and son were interesting and inspiring 
the mother particularly. She became aware that her son 
had developed kind independence and had grown 
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sufficiently that could talk out some what 
was feeling. Mrs. Martin could laugh she talked about 
this, but could acknowledge that while she was glad her 
son was able this, she was also missing her little 
boy. was agreed that allowed find his own 
way. David put have learned how lots 
things while was away; able them now 
home, too.” 


Several home visits were made this 
family and although the mother had taken 
back some controls the management 
her son, David handled himself positively 
his struggle for independence. The experience 
was constructive one for David and his 
mother, since both had participated fully 
every step the way. 


Sibling Visiting Days 

have been considering the parent and 
his child Blythedale, but what about other 
members the family? What about the 
sibling under sixteen? has been traditional 
that those children are not permitted visit 
institutions where there are ill patients. 
But what about those sisters and brothers 
who are left home week after week when 
the parents come visit Sunday. What 
does this the relationship between the 
patient and those left home? social 
service became more sensitive these fac- 
tors they realized that the involvement 
parents alone did not make for normal, 
healthy family feeling. The staff reviewed 
the situation with the Board Directors and 
was agreed experiment with sibling 
visiting day the first Sunday each 
month. 


Tommy Waters, attractive, blue-eyed, blond 
haired, alert and extremely active child four years, 
was referred for long period bedrest care. had 
been impossible enforce the medical regime 
weight bearing home. 


All normal pursuits for such little boy 
need organized and channelled through 
activities that could handled bed, 
herculean job for the average parent. Such 
process enough even Blythedale 
with its group structure and well organized 
activities, but when child feels also the 
deprivation not being part his family 


[11] 


4 
Sy 

: 

¥ 

x 

4 

= 

\ a 

be 

Es 

4 


life which happy one, uses his stay 
Blythedale initially make each member 
his family pay part the price for his being 
away. 


The family consists Mr. and Mrs. Waters, Tommy 
and older sibling, Michael, age seven. There had been 
considerable rivalry between the two children for long 
time. The mother was aware the difficulties and tried 
handle the problems planning activities for 
Michael home while she and the father visited 
Tommy Sundays. However, Michael resented the 
attention being showered Tommy much more overtly 
than the latter welcomed the added and concentrated 
attention was receiving from his parents. Michael 
seemed having headaches and stomach aches 
home. talked about what was happening 
Tommy, was felt that Michael could become part 
the activities Blythedale constructive way, this 
might help both Tommy and Michael. 


The parents were advised that plan for 
authorized sibling visiting was being con- 
sidered that their participation campus 
activities could also included. While this 
change policy and procedure was being 
reviewed with the parents series 
meetings, correspondence was begun with 
Michael. asked him about some his 
activities, letting him know little bit about 
us. said that very soon would get 
special invitation come visit, see for 
himself what was like and also what his 
brother, Tommy, was doing, wished to. 


Michael enjoyed this experience tremendously, and 
the mother indicated that planning for him was becom- 
ing less difficult now that he, too, would part the 
family outing. wrote his brother, Tommy, telling 
him what would when came see him and 
was able begin plan more constructively for sepa- 
rate activities for himself. During the sibling visiting 
days, was observed that Michael and Tommy played 
together with Michael pressing use the new toys that 
were brought for Tommy. This activity gave each one 
chance for the normal rivalry that takes place between 
two children, with the mother and father placating them 
would true home. 

Tommy’s own need for his parents’ individual atten- 
tion met through frequent weekend visits home, and 
weekday visits Blythedale his parents, which 
time they eat and play with him the campus. These 
activities helped Tommy make better adjustment 
and feel that still part his family life. Tommy 
knows what going home just the home knows 


what going Blythedale. The contact firm and 
solid. 
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ants has 
first Sunday each month has be. 


come family picnic day when each family ple: 
brings its own special foods. may 
spaghetti and meat balls, salami and 
southern fried chicken—whatever the 
eating habits may be. also the day when 
each family often brings aunts, 
grandparents visit with the patient. The 
rivalry, the hostility engendered the regu. 
lar leave-taking siblings eased, since the 
family day occurs once month and 
usually preparation the part the 
dren home well the patient for this 
occasion. has become wonderful time 
hold carnivals and bazaars with children, 
parents and relatives participating. has 
become truly joyous tradition 
dale. 
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Meeting the Program’s Obstacles 


have stated what felt are the bene. 
fits our developing program parent par- 
ticipation, through patients’ visits their 
Blythedale. However, there much more 
that would like achieve, while the 
same time try something about 
what the staff feels are obstacles. Hospitals 
and rehabilitation centers operate sterile 
environment. Having patients 
hospital and its routines, return after having 
been outside the sterile walls for three 
five days their own homes, difficult for 
nursing and medical staff. Such freedom 
routine places extra burdens the nurses, 
regarding both the physical care and the 
emotional reactions the children, which 
are sometimes heightened anticipation 
going home and the upset about coming 
back. This upset paralleled similar 
ings the part parents. especially 
for the demanding and controlling parents 
who need help working through their own 
problems their relationship the child, They 
and who seem have setbacks this rela-| 
tionship during the extended home 
almost the parents’ way saying, 
remember the child ours.” 

However, awareness the happier emo- 
tional attitudes the patient and the par- 


tang 
Visit 
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has convinced the staff that these devia- 
family from routine are offset the comfort 
pleasure afforded the children. Our 
course, have learned how handle 
comfort the children and are constantly 
waluating their own handling and under- 
the child through the medium 
Through genuine participation program, 
these negative, hostile and insecure feelings, 
during the placement the child 
from home, are eased. 

The active involvement the parent 
poses greater challenge the numerous dis- 
Blythedale since really need 
the degree cooperation that 
that the parent and the child are not caught 
many-faceted and differentiated rela- 
that results more confusion than 
Here, too, what success has been 
achieved, has been through the coordinated 
the staff and the psychiatric orien- 
tation sessions. 

Much has been accomplished through the 
changed approach and structure agency 
increase the happiness and well- 
being the child and family. However, 
still suffer from inertia resulting per- 
petuation old practices. acknowledged 
that more difficult fight passivity, 
which more insidious and less tangible 
than active resistance. The parents still 
not come and freely would like, 
although the nurses are more cognizant that 
the child part family and their reac- 
tion this takes different quality. The 
more active involvement all the disciplines 
with the parent his visits Blythedale, 
has heightened their understanding the 
need clarify their respective roles and 
the same time work more closely together. 
They accept sincerely the need protect and 
strengthen the 
They are even more sensitive exploring 
ways involving the family more fully. 

staff has been able see some the 
tangible results the patients’ reactions 
frequency parents’ visiting and home 
visits, the old barriers between those who 
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serve the children and the parents children 
whom they serve are being whittled down. 

The general support and acceptance the 
part staff this changing philosophy and 
policy places special responsibility staff 
those situations where families have not 
participated fully. There sometimes im- 
patience with these parents and 
acceptance the need for “time” help 
parents and child work out something better 
for themselves. For such children, the group 
work department fills special need, 
program worked out for them those 
days when their parents not visit. 


Conclusion 


Whoever and whatever the sparkplug 
making this plan work, whether the 
skillful work individual several depart- 
ments—social service, medical, psychiatric, 
nursing, group work and therapy—it the 
interaction between the staff members and 
helpful integration the functions the 
various departments that result sound 
agency policy and bring about further im- 
provements. Increasing support parent 
participation and home visiting from the 
various staff members will really reflect the 
greater, more genuine acceptance the par- 
ent key figure the child’s physical and 
emotional well-being from the time ad- 
mission the time discharge. well 
accepted concept the field child care 
that good healthy adjustment starts with 
pre-admission and goes through the post- 
discharge period. the parents and their 
active participation goes good deal the 
credit for the child’s better adjustment. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS 


Young Children Institutional Care 


the Board the Child Welfare 
League carefully reviewed its policy 
spect the care infants 
children institutions. For many years the 
League has opposed the care preschool 
children institutions being harmful 
their welfare. During the last ten years, 
continuous series research studies has 
underlined the damage that done young 
children institutional care. Research 
Spitz, Goldfarb, Bender and many others, 
ably summarized John Bowlby’s 
nal Care and Mental Health,” clearly estab- 
lishes the facts. 

Most the research studies were con- 
cerned with children over six months age. 
Few studies have been made children 
under six months, and consequently conclu- 
sive evidence lacking for this age group. 
the face this fact, the League reviewed its 
policy. Prominent pediatricians, child devel- 
opment experts and others were consulted 
respect children under six months. 
the consensus opinion that though con- 
clusive evidence does not exist, prudent 
policy presume that there damage 
and, therefore, not subject infants in- 
care. 

After carefully reviewing all these opinions 
and other aspects the question, the Board 
the League’s policy that will not 
accredit child welfare agencies which provide 
institutional care for young children. League 
standards are related what practical and 
possible. believe that community need 
continue such harmful care. 

Scores communities have recent years 
closed institutions for infants. mid- 
public health authorities 
closed all such institutions menace 
public health. some localities infant in- 
stitutions exist because those responsible for 
foster care believe impossible find 
number good foster homes. 
Hundreds agencies however 
ceeded developing good foster home care 
substitute for institutional care. good 
foster home cares for only one the most 
two infants. Foster homes caring for three 


more infants are bad institutional 
care. 
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Where real effort has been made fing 
foster homes, through increasing board rate 
and providing such extras diaper service 
and baby-sitting services for the foster par. 
ents, the problem has been overcome. 
munities put much money into foster 
care they into institutional Mas 
job can accomplished. 

Communities which persist providing 
long institutional care for preschool children 
are literally endangering the lives 
children. There clear evidence that 
higher incidence mental disturbance and ith them 
stunted physical and mental 
exists children who have been subjected 
this type care, regardless the quality 
the care given. 


care, 


thers hac 

The time probably not too far 
when prolonged institutional care 
and toddlers will forbidden law. 
hope that all child welfare agencies will re- 
double their efforts eliminate this harm. 
ful, yet unfortunately widespread, practice. 
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This paper describes the initial adjustments 
twenty-four children. sponsored the Children’s Aid 
Association and four other child-placing agencies, 
their new homes Eastern Massachusetts. The 
reader will see also some the problems facing any 


those 
much 
them diversity life experience. Some 
had known only the shelter the 
small number had the relative 
ality foster home life soon after birth; 

thers had undergone one two foster home 


distant 
infants 
vill re. 


after institutional living had con- 
amed most their first year life. 
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group are those who had sever tenu- 
tles with mother other relative 
acquire permanent home this 
The so-called foundling children 
deprivation began with loss identity 
are well represented. The ages the 
time arrival ranged from five 
nonths ten years. Twelve the children 
from Greece, seven from Korea, and 
each from Austria, Germany, Japan, 
lebanon and Turkey. Eight these children 
vere specified name when the couple who 
adopt them applied the agency 
endorsement their application under 
the Refugee Relief Act. The need the chil- 
dren for home had become known the 
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prospective parents via friends relatives 
the other country. The other sixteen children 
were placed their new homes through the 
combined the International Social 
abroad, and our agency. The home 
for the individual child was selected the 
basis summaries home studies pro- 
spective parents, submitted International 
Social Service from adoption 
placing agencies throughout the United 
States. Prospective parents decided the 
individual child after learning the social his- 
tory prepared the agency abroad, and 


Delivered National Conference Social Work, 
St. Louis, Mo., May 1956. 
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older child placed for adoption. 


seeing photograph the child. Photo- 
graphs the adoptive parents were, most 
instances, included the preparation the 
older children for their migration new 
home and country. 


Reactions Children and New Parents 


common these children have only their 
homeless plight their country birth and 
their transplantation. Individually, each has 
had immediate and unique reaction the 
radical change. 


Two-year-old Elena from Greece protested lustily for 
several weeks, screaming bedtime and sight all 
men; then after she felt more safe her new home, re- 
turned this behavior put her parents the test. 

Song’s expression her anxiety 
took the form gaily singing her Korean songs long 
into the night, loud enough keep the household 
awake. 

From his orphanage Istanbul, ten-year-old Aram 
carried within him complexity feelings and fear 
being deserted. the first day beseeched his new 
mother not work too hard she would become ill, 
not buy him too many clothes, and assure him that 
the Turks would not come take him away. 

Three-year-old Basil came trustingly his Greek- 
American parents, with the blessings loving foster 
mother Greece. hearing Greek songs the radio 
for the first time, the brightness his face clouded. His 
look perplexity conveyed his struggle reconcile 
the memory his immediate past with the magic his 
present. 


Each child has expressed his inner turmoil 
accordance with his past ex- 
perience, and the feelings grief fear 
which must have arisen the period wait- 
ing, and then the speedy transfer from old 
country new. 

the conscious level, the children have 
shown, more rapidly than had been antici- 
pated, capacity give and receive affec- 
tion their relationship their adoptive 
parents. Some children responded sooner 
one parent than another. Only with the 
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Korean children whose entire life has been 
the orphanage, have seen the kind 
“cheerful, 
which Bowlby mentions his discussion 
the effects maternal deprivation. has 
been heartening observe these children 
they begin show signs sadness when 
new adoptive mother leaves the room, joy 
when she returns, hopefully marking the be- 
ginning capacity for deeper relationships. 

The adoptive parents these children 
have displayed readiness love and 
comfort their children from the first intense 
meeting the airport—whether the child 
had come his strange new parents silent 
fear and bewilderment, active rebellion, 
sobs and whines for that part himself 
which left behind. good beginning. 
The salvation all damaged and homeless 
children rests with the parents who are 
chosen for them. the parents who must 
make restitution. For these children, the 
relationship the new parents them had 
its beginning their first viewing the 
child’s photograph. each set parents, 
the picture their be” held 
special meaning; this was the child whom 
they had always wanted. Our observations 
have been that parents see the photograph 
whatever likeness they want see result 
their fantasies during the period wait- 
ing. The necessary lapse time while official 
planning process, creates much anxiety 
once parents have seen the child’s photo- 
graph. There are fears that the child will 
refused visa for some medical legal 
reason, rays hope when bit progress 
reported, and overall eagerness possess 
the child who theirs fantasy. Perhaps 
this early forming relationship their 
minds contributes the parents’ immediate 
acceptance the child the moment be- 
comes flesh and blood reality. What illu- 
sions, fears and hopes the children are experi- 
encing they wait are difficult envision. 
behalf each child, the selection 


adoptive parents the crucial part this 
program. 


1J. Bowlby, Maternal Care and Mental Health, 
Geneva, World Health Organization, 1952, 25. 
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Types Parents Selected olde 

looked for approving homes must 
children and for others who are home 
have tried learn something the 


child- and adulthood experiences, the 
tionship one partner the other, the 
ability make friendships, work with 
agency —all attempts todetermine the health 
iness the motivation behind the 
for child—the characteristics any adop 
tion program. addition, have empha 
sized the necessity evaluating their 
tivity the reactions and needs the chik 


Fight-ye 
like 

When 
the 


the 


car 
number the requests have been for Childl 


child beyond babyhood. other words, th: 


why and the how their identification 


particular age level has been 


has 
aspect the interviews. Also, have 
become acquainted with our people wel 
enough make some judgment their 
tional origin this part their request. 
have sought clues anxieties and fear 


tion 


side 
munity 
tude 
needs 


which they might need come grips with 
taking for their own child 
parentage. 


parents 
There has been primary effort 


the needs childless couples who have beet} 
among our approved homes are parents The 
have own adopted children. have gone parent 
the assumption that parents who 
had the satisfaction rearing natural the 
from his infancy, adoptive parents 
chance having the patience and flexibility 
become member his new family his 
own tempo and without the parental need 
for immediate response affection and con- 
formity. Observing parenthood 
facilitates our home studies and can give 
indications the parents’ appreciation color 
individual differences within insta 
group. family setting which provides 


cans 


solvec 
vide 
ance. 


Atter 


with the opportunity learn that few 
become essential part the group 
out losing his individuality Hous 

CHI 


ay 


older child.? This kind setting seems 
have less than necessity for the child 
must find his place simultaneously 
home and new country. own child 
securely rooted can also lend strong 
the comfort the new and frightened 

Fight-year-old Tommy exclaimed his two-year-old 


“He comes all the way from Greece and 


like me!” 

his eight-year-old American brother took 
the hand and urged him not afraid. 


the chili 

for 
ords, 
ive 


the other hand, the dangers rivalries 
that can occur the family, possibly 


are not ignored. 


Childless couples have also been approved, 


ome whom are beyond the age prefer- 
ence local adoption agencies. The effort 
been select those who have reacted 
the disappointment and frustra- 
childlessness. Have they let them- 
heir enjoy the children relatives and 
rent Have they developed interests out- 
themselves, perhaps the com- 
munity? the net result wholesome atti- 
IPS toward life and responsiveness the 
the young? Average ages adoptive 
parents for these children are: mothers, 
thirty thirty-eight years; fathers, thirty- 
one forty-six years, with few each side 

nts nationality backgrounds adoptive 
have grounds are. have been able place some 
the Greek children with parents Greek 
descent. Parents who are born another 
country who are second generation 
cans can, their own conflicts are well re- 
identify with these children and pro- 


his vide them with warm and complete accept- 


action 
family 
particularly important. There have been 
few the perennial requests for the blonde 


meet 
beer 


ance. 


Attempt Not Usually Made “Match” 
There has been attempt “match” the 

coloring child parents, except special 

instances when similarity coloring seemed 


can 
with- 
ortant 


Josselyn, M.D., The Happy Child, Random 
House, Y., 1955, 12. 


CHILD WELFARE November, 


blue-eyed child which one gets any adop- 
tion program. addition seeking learn 
whether behind this request there is, for ex- 

ample, immature mother whose needs call 

for doll-like creature whom she can display 

for her own satisfaction, whether 

normal wish have child who somewhat 

resembles prospective parents other chil- 

dren the family, has seemed advisable 

evaluate the relationship between the 

limitations put coloring the child and 

the attitude toward the child’s nationality. 

There can indicative remarks early 
the first Greek children 

dark?” or, they Such 
remarks are made usually after the appli- 
cants learn that the request for German 
North European child cannot fulfilled and 
that children from Greece are available. 
Answers have been left the applicants 
themselves light their own life experi- 
ence, with information given them about 
the many blonde children coming from 
Greece. There are also such statements as: 

“Of course, would love Korean child but how 
would the neighbors treat him—we live small town 
—it may all right when small but one would 
ever marry him.” 

not believe that parents can 
helped want child mixed origin, 
Pearl Buck has The emotional 
response may positive, out the parents’ 
need give home child whom nobody 
seems want. But the child becomes 
older, and the stress personal difficul- 
ties, basic prejudices and doubts parents 
can reactivated create havoc the 
child’s growing-up years. Given parents who, 
along with the aggregate qualities which 
make for mature parenthood, seem have 
the ability meet the needs the individ- 
ual child, and are themselves socially secure, 
have made use any nationality com- 
bination child and parents. 

Succumbing community pressures 
would not only paralyze such program 
this, but would tend enforce those pres- 
sures. the child becomes secure the love 

Buck, “The Children Waiting,” 
Home Companion, Sept. 1955, 132. 
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and guidance his home, would seem 
contend with the pain that results from the 
discriminatory attitudes others. For the 
American-Oriental children our aim has been 
find parents who are themselves well es- 
tablished and respected their communi- 
ties. Our hope has been provide strong 
family identification which the child can 
make use forming relationships outside 
the family group. may that the value 
the town and country for these children 
has begun come light. contrast the 
anonymity life the city where 
knows and nobody seems the child 
who placed the country can have the 
welcome the teacher, the principal, the 
clergyman, the old family friends. The unity 
family life can more nearly resemble the 
kind upbringing the child might have had 
his own country. Once having gained 
secure foothold the child can 
equipped deal with any sense 
which might heightened his 
cultural heritage. 
girl, now living one the smallest New 
England towns, said her new parents after 
six months placement: 


never had many friends Japan, and that was 
because have soft, brown hair. Another girl like 
used put tar her hair she would look Japanese 
and have more friends.” 


What Motivates Couples Apply 
Motivations our applicants for Euro- 
pean children not differ from those the 
usual adoptive applicant. All them would 
have adopted American child had one 
been available them. Most the childless 
applicants have applied least once, and 
more often several times, local agencies 
and have been placed waiting lists. 
Usually, clear early the study the 
home that the decision adopt child has 
long since been made both parents. 
Those who have applied for 
American-Oriental child have general not 
been agency waiting lists. Almost always 
they have families their own and their re- 


James Bossard, The Child Develop- 
ment, Harper Brothers, 1948, 452. 
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quest restricted the child this 
background. The spiritual motive eviden 
their statements that desperate 


been 


Europe, least not suffering the 
ostracism the child mixed racial back 
American-Oriental children, the 
been recognize those who have the adopt 
ity accept and love child toward pr: 
others might have alien feelings, and who are 

rearing their other children with the 
respect for individual differences 
the family and the community. 


Maria, 
ster home 
another 
Obviously there room for 


tions about the adjustment these 
their first few months living with 


new parents. much depends the pet 


Initial Adjustment Children 


sonality the individual child, the age and 


amount and kind deprivation suffered, 
extent his roots his native culture, the 
preparation given him for the move, 
amount time has been here and, 
all, the quality his adoptive parents. Even 


such detail the interpretation given 
the time has been told would could 
have parents the United States until 
time receives his visa, can have 
the child’s adjustment. Perhaps 
the matter was treated nicely, her 
child’s having been told was very much 
wanted these parents or, perhaps someone 
someone 

warned the child, you’re not good, they'll [her little 
send you back.” moments irritation 
someone who was caring for the child might 
have said she would glad see him go, hers 
confirming the feeling rejection the child 
might already have, combined with the be- 
lief was being sent away because was 
bad. And what child wants leave the only 
people ever knew, sent the un- 
known? 
These are only few the multiplicity 
factors that would need studied inten- 
sively for each individual child with the month 
operation the related sciences before any Englis 
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pneralization can made, any nuances 
the ways adjustment can 
described. The ground not explored. 
program new venture. Children are 
transplanted after adoption decision 
and parent have yet meet. The ven- 
seems even bolder when there recog- 
the dearth research studies 
adoption placements native children, 
practice, relation older children. 
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migh 
ild fron 
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Concrete Examples 
within 


Maria, age five, unknown parentage, had spent the 
four months her life the foundling home near 
From the institution she was transferred 
ster home where she remained for three years, followed 
another foster home for fourteen months. She re- 
the foundling home April 1955 and from 
she came her adoptive parents September 
She now the eighth month her placement. 
child with good looks, high intelligence, and 
personality. Parents are highly intelligent, forty- 
age, Irish and Scottish background. Maria 
only child. Her new mother has the same kind 
strong personality; her new father has 
manner and keen sense humor. 

Preparation parents for this child had included dis- 
her experiences and her tragic insecurity. 
They realized that would take some time and much 
their part before the child would trust them 
feel secure with them and believe that they 
loved her. preparation and make the initial 
tage easier for her, they bought Greek grammar and 
some basic words and something about the 
the child might have been accustomed to. Friends 
sho spoke the child’s language were eager help 
over the language problem. 
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Surprise was store for these parents when they 
this child the airport. She not only went them 
and with affection, but she had just warded off 
her fists another adoptive mother who spoke her 
much and who mistakenly took her for the child who 
was hers. The fact that the child had rejected 

who spoke her language, and that she carried 
little purse their picture, which was well-worn, gave 
parents immediate confidence. This confidence 
might continued after they arrived home, the child 
into the house she had long ago decided 
hers,” the adoptive mother put it. From the first, 
child Maria ate well. She ate American foods, and showed 
desire for foods that she had known Greece. She was 
with her parents. She made friends with the 
only family friends who spoke her language, and made 
use them the first few weeks. But the moment she 


learned enough English make herself understood, she 
longer conversed Greek. Within month she 
begged school. The teacher reported that 
Maria’s eagerness learn and adjust American 
ways had parallel her teaching career. her third 
month placement Maria was making sentences 
English and ignoring her native language. Whereas 


inten- 
co- 
any 
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when she first came she had told her new-found friends 
that her mother and father loved her much that they 
took her off plane from Greece, she was this stage 
telling people that her mother father came with her 
the airplane and she was objecting when someone 
referred her parents. When she was asked the 
names the children who came the airplane with her 
she disclaimed any knowledge them and, when shown 
their pictures, she would say that she did not know 
them. 

Never had she mentioned anyone anything that 
happened her Greece, even when the parents asked 
her believing would ease the transition for her, and 
also having interest the five years her life that 
they had missed. first was hard for them believe 
that the child’s adjustment was 
smoothly, but rather, was motivated desperate, 
driving force any cost. The child seemed 
love them so. They soon began show concern that 
she had repressed all her life before she came them. 
one point she asked for baby picture herself and 
when they offered write Greece for it, she insisted 
that they could produce one from the attic. They began 
see that this child with all her heart wanted them 
her long lost parents. The parents then understood 
that they would have help this child integrate her 
past with her life with them. 


Most parents would want quickly. 
They would want tell her that they would 
have liked nothing better than have been 
her parents all these five years; that they did 
not want her feel that them 
she had deny either her previous relation- 
ships any sadness she had felt parting; 
help her overcome the feeling 
which went along with this 
pattern, and caused her deny her national- 
ity. Like others these parents had 
slowed down. 


They began showing the child the picture they had 
her with the other children boarding the plane 
Greece. Repeatedly Maria would reply that she knew 
none the children. was explained them that this 
child would remember when she was ready remember, 
when she felt certain that she was with them for keeps, 
and that forcing her remember might not only too 
painful for her but might confirm her fear losing them 
just she had lost others whom she had loved. 
various ways Maria showed them that although she 
knew with her intellect that they wanted her for keeps, 
emotionally she was not yet secure with them. She told 
her friends that this was her house, her mother and 
father, her dog, and her furniture, and that one was 
touch anything. She shared her toys but refused 
give any her possessions away. She was delighted with 
the Christmas tree lights, and cried hard with each 
attempt take them down that the process took 
month. She could not yet part with any the clothes 
her parents had bought her and would wear her dresses 
way above the knees prevent their being given away. 

The parents feared rearing selfish child they did 
not insist that she give least something which was 
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longer useful her. That her own way Maria was 
telling them that she feared the loss everything she 
loved, was brought sharply home them after her 
father accidentally broke her balloon and the child tear- 
fully said, Maria’s got nothing.” They laughed 
and replied, “Oh, no, only housetul things.” The 
child has sense humor and she often rolled her eyes 
and repeated that she has nothing, only have them 
hug her, and hear them say she has houseful 
things. They began understand that the child needed 
great amount reassurance their love for her. 
Only the past month has Maria begun talk 
her parents about her ride the airplane from Greece. 
They had ceased make any references either the 
plane ride her previous life. This came about while 
they were watching television story about adoption. 
Busy with her paper dolls, but listening with one ear 
she usually does, Maria suddenly said, like me.” 
Mother took her her lap and let her continue. went 
like this: came airplane from Greece with (and 
she named the five other children who came with her); 
fought with them the When mother said 
her, “When first saw you the airport, you were 
screaming,” the child replied, was screaming and 
kicking because another lady tried take and 
man had arm, and wanted only you and 
daddy. And you gave lots pennies and Eleni tried 
take them from and hit her. But you showed 
don’t have hit.” 


These are the bare highlights this child’s 
steps reaching her present level adjust- 
ment. With her ability express herself, she 
may soon dare invest the whole herself 
her adoptive home. She may later need 


some active help the integration her 
earlier life with her present one. 


While Maria has made quick surface 
adjustment, other children are different 
stages. 


Christopher, the same age and from the same 
country making more gradual adjustment. 
talked about his pain, cried for the foster mother whom 
had left. He, too, was placed with parents who did 
not speak his language. But contrast with Maria, 
clung his language, made good use the Greek priest 
who visited him order help him feel more home. 
needed eat Greek foods the transition period. 
Parents did not rush him, and even took him Greek 
church Sundays until was ready their 
church. After four months placement has just 
begin play with other children. enjoys giving 
things other children, striving liked them. 
has become quite conversationalist half Greek and 
half English. From the beginning responded the 
affection his parents and his new grandparents, 
although does not cling them did not be- 
lieve they were real, Maria does. 


would have been tragic for both these 
children their parents, out their own 


needs, had preferred that they wipe out the 
past. are all familiar with the adoptive 
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parents who are overjoyed that their 
has quickly forgotten his former relation 
ships. 


has been 
stead 
her plac 
protests 


Progress Day-to-Day Living 


The meaning food the children, 
rate which they are learning 
language, the development really meaning 
ful relationships, all have varied. 

Most the children under six years 
consumed more food than their adoptive 
fathers the early weeks their 
later leveling off more normal 
The primary need fed—the 
hunger—was there, and with some there 
the physical hunger, the need eat all 
could case there was more. Four 
can-Korean children, ages 
four, ate ravenously for week after ther 
arrival. Then when they realized food was 
always the offing, each one them relaxeé 
mealtime and brought forth 
manners they had been taught 
orphanage, the saying Grace before meals, 
the use the spoon, and even the use the 
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napkin. dren 
All children are learning the new 
rapidly. Those whose adoptive parents 
not speak the old language have been helped 
over the initial barrier friends 
family. There seems have arisen need 
professional caseworker with knowledge whos 
the language available the place 
and children the very early stage the} being 
placement. Well-meaning friends have choo: 
children they must behave they will not 
liked, have teased them about going 
the airplane, have probed into there 
child’s past. With most the children the} with 
“language” friend has been important 
for the first few weeks, after which the pare 
dren prefer tell all their adoptive Act 
ents broken and mixed language. and 
not report that the children whose 
parents speak their language are adjusting] thei 
more rapidly than others. All the other the 
tributing factors the placement would 
have considered before any statement] ent: 
about this could made. 
None these children have 
overt signs emotional disorder. There has 
been bed-wetting, nail-biting, mas- 
turbation. There have been 
problems. Beyond age two-and-one-half there 


heir 


has been regression toilet training. One 
relation 


four-year-old child from Korea withheld in- 
regressing the first few weeks 
her placement. There may well dormant 
protests; too early tell. Adoptive 
must prepared for possible re- 
activation repressed conflicts some 
stage their child’s life. They can then 
bring the experience their sympathetic 
understanding. Neither are prepared 
analyze this early the Program how the 
national origin the child bears his per- 
adjustment. Sociologists tell that 
European children have been reared less 
conflict with authority than our American 
children, and not rebel 
Persons who have been Korea and 
Japan report the controlled behavior 
the children, some which behavior 
have begun see. But there seems 
danger generalizing, for one cannot sepa- 
rate national origin culture from 
dividual’s personality and the impact life 
experience it. This raises the question 
whether conflicts will arise when these chil- 
dren learn American ways, when they see 
the behavior children around them, 
variance with their own way life. 
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Conclusion 


the present time all the children 
whose homes have been selected seem well- 


parents} placed. All them seem show evidence 
the} being glad here. Perhaps the method 
ive choosing the home for the individual child 
not be} contributes this conclusion. First, there 


back 
nto the 
the 


wider choice home for child; second, 
there less danger over-identification 
with adoptive parents making the choice. 


only} addition, the endurance that prospective 
parents have shown the Refugee Relief 
Act process has left doubt their need 
and wish parents. may also that 
the agencies abroad have skillful 
their selection the children who can make 


con- 
would 
tement 


the best use adoptive home. 
Indications are that these adoptive par- 

ents use the agency more advantage than 

true local program. This may due 


ere has 


Dr. Neil DeNood, Head Department Sociol- 
ogy, Smith College, “Culture Variations 


Work,” New England Regional Conference, Child 
Welfare League America, Boston, Mass., March 23, 
Unpublished. 
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part the long activity together before 
the child comes; their special quality ma- 
turity and courage which has impelled them 
reach out for child whose deprivation 
may bring more challenge; the fact that 
most these parents were ready par- 
ents long ago, had had experience 
parents. summary, they may people 
who have awareness their responsibility 
and confidence themselves which not 
threatened their relationship with the 
agency. Possibly, there easier relation- 
ship, too, because the caseworker not the 
one who made the specific choice child. 
God dispersed, were, the involve- 
ment three agencies, the Department 
State, the American Consulate, and the air- 
plane. And having approved, but not made 
the original decision, and not having known 
the child, the caseworker can probably 
more objective treating the situations 
that arise the living experiences parents 
and child. These are not conclusions. They 
impressions which will need more 
fully scrutinized. 

Agencies such ours have for years been 
trying educate the community the ad- 
vantages professional services adoptive 
placements. have succeeded modifica- 
tion our adoption laws. Our participation 
this Program indication that are 
not throwing these efforts away. Our hope 
that are lessening the number poor and 
proxy adoptions which are possible under our 
Federal law. Our State Department Public 
Welfare has encouraged our work with its 
philosophy that any child who can benefit 
adoptive home our state should al- 
lowed this right, and should have the safe- 
guards agency sponsorship and the protec- 
tion our laws. 

Scientific study the adjustment these 
children from other countries should result 
the gain much needed knowledge and 
needed improvement adoption practices. 
need the knowledge, and need the 
courage that would stimulate. For while 
this unique Program, will not 
unique the world becomes smaller. Any 
knowledge gain will also benefit our na- 
tive children. For, judging from the com- 
munity response this Program, have 
begun learn that “the hard-to-place” child 
not hard place, after all. 
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ADOPTION EXCHANGE 


Clara Swan 


Adoption Supervisor—Buffalo Area 
New York State Department 
Social Welfare 


recent business management survey 
large public agency resulted the recom- 
mendation that system cards operated 
IBM machine used locate vacancies 
and select homes for children. Undoubtedly 
this would have the advantages speed and 
but children and homes not 
lend themselves having their good quali- 
ties and their problems 
punches card. 

Unfortunately there easy way 
place children for adoption locate 
homes for children with special needs. Early 
the operation the Adoption Exchange 
New York State, was realized that for real 
success more needed than index oper- 
ated clerical procedure. categorical 
listing families and children insufficient. 
Good adoptions depend upon vital, chang- 
ing program which meets the needs all 
children who are entitled adoption. 
qualitative service. 

result this early experience, the 
Exchange became only one part larger 
adoption program which includes locating 
children foster care who might better 
served having adoptive homes their 
own, and also training program good 
adoption methods. The success the Ex- 
change large measure dependent 
the success these other two parts the 
program. 

The Adoption Exchange program was 
started eight years ago New York State 
the State Department Social Welfare. 
came response request from some 
these departments for help placing chil- 
dren whom, they thought, should not remain 
their own rural communities where they 

known, and for whom resources with 
private agencies were not available. also 
resulted from the State Department’s con- 
cern for children who remain for indefinite 
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The author describes the Adoption Exchange 
York State which was organized aid local child 
welfare departments their adoptive 


not done 
for 

The 
adoptive 


NEW YORK STATE 


tion 
and the 
the Exch 


periods foster care with seeming 
for their future. 
Public child welfare programs New prelimin 


and senc 
homes 
the 


choose 


York State are locally administered with the 
county being the usual district. There are 
few city districts which have the same powers 
and responsibilities the county units. The 
State Department has the responsibility for 
supervising these child welfare districts, and 
for this purpose the State divided into 
administrative areas. Each area has 
tion supervisor who coordinates the 
change within her area and, cooperation 
with the other area adoption supervisors, 


sent 
did the 
worker 


considet 


either 


operates the Exchange statewide basis, 

only within the past year that all five 
areas, exclusive New York City, have had 
the services adoption supervisor and about 
have participated the Exchange. The 
Buffalo area has had the services the same guid 
supervisor for seven years, but not all the 
eight public welfare agencies this area this 
have participated for the full seven 
Participation the Exchange has come after ther 
much work locate children the case 
loads who need adoption planning, and after 
period staff training adoption. has 

about 


Mechanics Adoption Exchange their 
mine 
child’s 


When public agency participates the 
Exchange, registers all its potentially 
adoptable children with the adoption super- 


visor. This includes each out-of-wedlock 
child, each child who has been surrendered worke 
the agency, and any child for whom teleph 
time foster care seems necessary 
whom return his own home doubtful. child 
The adoption supervisor available the bes 
agencies for any help that may necessary 
preparing these children for adoption. meth 
the agency wishes use the services the 
Exchange for child, summary prepared proce 
and sent the adoption supervisor. This child 
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done, however, until the child ready 
for placement. 

The public agencies also register their 
adoptive home applications with the adop- 
tion When home approved 
and the agency wishes considered 
the Exchange, summary prepared for the 
adoption supervisor. the basis these 
summaries, the adoption supervisor makes 
preliminary selection home for child 
and sends the summary possible home 
homes the child’s worker. 

the child’s worker and her supervisor 
choose one the homes, the child’s summary 
the worker another agency who 
did the study the adoptive home. that 
worker and her supervisor would like 
consider the placement, the adoption super- 
visor arranges placement conference. This 
conference consider any questions that 
either worker wishes discuss. Although the 
summaries are usually quite complete, most 
workers are able contribute more the 
conference. This when the real feeling 
about both the child and the family comes 
out. the basis this discussion, which 
guided the adoption supervisor, 
decided try the placement, the plans for 
this are made. 

The family’s worker presents the history 
them and asks the family consider over- 
night whether they wish see the child. 
longer time might necessary, the child 
has special needs such medical problem 
about which the family may wish consult 
their own doctor. effort made deter- 
mine whether the family really accept the 
child’s history and his background, before ar- 
rangements are made for them see the child. 

the family wish see the child, their 
worker arranges the final details for this 
telephone the child’s worker. The family 
the office the agency which has the 
child see him. This time which 
best for him. There has been careful prepa- 
ration the child for this visit and the 
method varies with the age the child. 

This first visit part the selection 
process for the adoptive family. Although the 
child’s worker will certainly have some indi- 
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cation the family’s interest the child, 
they are asked return their own worker 
give their final answer. Experience has 
shown that they are better able express 
their joy, well their concern any 
questions they have, the worker who has 
established relationship with them during 
the period the home study. has proved 
such important step that fol- 
lowed even placements involving long 
distances travel across the state. 

Following this, the two workers are able 
consult with each other telephone 
consider any problem that arises make 
plans for the placement everything going 
well. The adoption supervisor frequently 
consulted problem does arise, and she 
always available help make placement 
smoothly. 

Following the decision make the place- 
ment, the number visits the family 
with the child varies with the needs and the 
age the child. They may include visit 
the home the adoptive family. The day 
the placement, the child says goodbye his 
boarding family and caseworker and begins 
his new life with his adoptive family. 
very rare instance when child does not 
move with ease and most often eagerness 
into his new home. 

After the placement has been made the 
family’s caseworker supervises the home, and 
the child discharged that agency. The 
child’s agency holds the legal custody until 
the final adoption, and that time gives 
consent the adoption. Periodic reports are 
made the child’s agency although they are 
kept minimum unless difficulties arise. 


Private Agencies Also Use Exchange 

Although organized for the public agen- 
cies, the private agencies the state have 
also been invited participate, and the 
Buffalo area all the private child-placing 
agencies but one have used the Exchange. 
They not register each child and home, 
but only the ones for which they wish use 
the Exchange. Otherwise the procedure the 
same, and the Exchange used equal 
basis private and public agencies. 


if | 


home not available the area for 
child, the adoption supervisor clears with the 
other area adoption supervisors effort 
locate one somewhere the state. This 
done telephone letter the regular 
bimonthly meetings the adoption super- 
visors. these meetings the children, whose 
needs the area has not been able meet, 
and homes, available for use outside the 
area, are presented the other adoption 
supervisors. actual placement procedure 
the same were made within the area. 


Cooperative Program 

concerted cooperative effort necessary 
locate homes for children difficult place. 
The ultimate cooperation necessary, 
with each agency actively seeking and study- 
ing homes tor children who their age, 
handicap, size family are not frequently 
demand. This effort must for any child 
who needs such home, not just the child 
the agency. Like most worthwhile things, the 
Adoption Exchange gives benefits the 
agency proportion the effort the agency 
puts into it. child, difficult place the 
agency’s own community, will difficult 
place through the Exchange unless some 
other agency putting effort into preparing 
homes for such children. 

The role the adoption supervisor 
give vitality the Exchange her encour- 
agement and enthusiasm. Her faith, that the 
needs children are uppermost and 
child with even the most difficult problem 
can placed for adoption, helps make this 
There must trust and confidence 
the adoption supervisor’s efforts find 
homes for children needing them, and 
return she must have respect and confidence 
the agencies’ adoption work since the real 
work and decisions remain with the agencies. 

Another important ingredient for the suc- 
cess the Exchange the trust agencies 
need each other’s work. Not only must 
they work together toward common goal, 
but they have trust home study made 
another agency. This not always easy, par- 
ticularly when worker has given lot 
herself preparing child, and the success 


CHILD WELFARE 1956 


the adoptive placement important the nee 
both the worker and the agency. This 
from working together, knowing each There 
and realizing that the program for 
the children. Both workers 
agencies have forego their own need 
successful and control, for the 
need children all agencies. 

agencies for all their adoption 
ments. rather additional resource chi 
the child who needs leave his own com. 
munity for the protection his identity, 
for whom suitable home available. The 
Exchange makes possible plan 
child will not wait for home, one 
able for him any community. 

Although the Exchange was established 
and operated for children who 
tive homes, also serves families who want 
children. Families frequently their 
pleasure when they know that possible 
from another community, and 
they have never hesitated travel across the 
state, necessary, see child. They have 
also been willing make 
Families, especially from small communities, 
recognize that the Exchange increases the 
opportunity for them get child because 
they can considered for greater number 
children. also means that some 
which only want certain types children, 
might never studied agency, unless 
the resources the Exchange were available. 
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Evaluation Exchange 


The Exchange has developed slowly, but 
because sound basis has been 
increasing steadily numbers placements. 
But even more importance have been the 
children who would never have been placed 
for adoption without it. 1955, the seven 
public agencies the Buffalo area who par- 
ticipated the Exchange for the full year 
used its services for the placement sixty- 
three children. 

The majority these children were be- 
yond the infant stage. The babies who were 
placed through the Exchange were those for 
whom homes their race religion could 
not found their own agency. The older 
children included family groups two and 
three siblings, who needed understanding 
parents who could aware the difference 
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rtant the needs the children and cope with the 

There were children who had experienced 
for neglect both physical and emo- 
ers nature. There were 
who had had lot medical care 
physical problem, and some 
cases Were going continue need it. Ex- 
amples this were child with cerebral 
and one with possible epilepsy. There 
were children whose backgrounds left much 
desired. There were school-age children 
whom we, social workers, had take 
responsibility for failing plan quickly 
should have. The motives were the 
best, and was only our concern right 
that delayed us. have learned that some 
tisk, especially recognized and calcu- 
lated, necessary. Experience and success 
make easier take this risk. The older 
children, who can express themselves both 
words and actions, confirm for what 
means find family their own and 
really belong family and not 
agency. 
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The basic Two-Year Graduate Curriculum social 


casework social group work prepares for profes- 


sional social work practice all fields. leads the 
degree Master Social Work. 


The Advanced Curriculum offers qualified persons 


but 
been 
the 
placed 
seven 
par- 
year 


who degree social work ad- 


vanced, third year graduate professional educa- 


tion social casework, group work, welfare organiza- 
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BOARD MEMBER SPEAKS 


Service for 
Emotionally Disturbed Children 


The author discusses what the board member service 


for emotionally disturbed children should know about his 


agency, order help develop essential and 
procedures and interpret the the 

Tue responsibility the board 
directors any organization exercise 
supervision and vigilance for the welfare 
the entire enterprise. This holds true whether 
charitable organization. Specifically included 
are such functions selection the execu- 
tive director, delegation authority for 
administrative action the executive, estab- 
lishment policies for the agency, and the 
control financing and capital charges. 


Need Understand “Special Group” 

For the board member agency de- 
voted exclusively the care and treatment 
emotionally disturbed children, there 
additional basic requirement. This intel- 
and emotional understanding of, and 
sympathy for, the special group under care, 
and wholehearted willingness defend 
consistently the cause the maladjusted 
child. This does not mean that the board 
member need psychologist social 
worker. But, whether banker, lawyer, busi- 
nessman clubwoman, must have within 
himself this empathy. Although 
this requirement may necessary, vary- 
ing degrees, almost any agency, 
particular importance the agency dealing 
with the emotionally disturbed child. 

This not say that the board member’s 
knowledge the actual mechanics and pro- 
cedures involved such treatment pro- 
gram need great. with all fields 
social service, this specialized knowledge be- 
longs primarily the profession social 
work. However, the board member should 
have sufficient knowledge enable him 
understand the day-by-day work performed 
the staff, and appreciate what might 
seem the unrewarding spade work that 
required before one can experience the 
thrill returning once sick child his 
community. 


Must Support Agency and Staff 
peculiarity the field under discussion 


the readiness almost every member 
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the community act expert it, 
probably because every one was child once 
and thus feels uniquely qualified expert 
such matters. Thus, the board member 
must ready any time render all-out 
support his agency and its staff when 
people with limited understanding miscon- 
strue the function the agency. Although 
this may also happen other services, 
particular patience seems needed 
dealing with 

the devoted citizen who charges that more prayer 
and less psychotherapy the answer (because that 
what recalls his own childhood); 
the expert juvenile delinquency who earnestly 
believes that all Johnny needs good whipping 
and ten-hour-a-day job sawmill (because 
that accounts for his own success); 
the well-meaning sentimentality persons who 

can give the problem only their emotion. 
such instances, and many others, the 
board member must stand the objective 
public defender his staff. must ready 
any time carry these burdens energet- 
ically, leaving the agency staff free carry 
the work for which best equipped. 


Appraise Agency’s Job 

more specific nature another group 
requirements, many which, course, 
apply all agencies. The board member 
must know thoroughly what his agency’s job 
is. must ready ascertain and ap- 
praise this function, even though might 
disclose that the function unneeded. This 
evaluation must made the light the 
total community need, and useless unless 
made objectively. Having once ascertained 
the agency’s job, the board member must 
then apply certain measuring sticks deter- 
mine how well being done. 

business run for profit has 
sheet, which the director may measure the 
success failure the business. agency 
does not have such simple measure ap- 
ply, result which the board member 
must use other means reach his conclusion. 
Among these comparison his agency 
with similar agencies throughout the coun- 
try, bearing mind that comparisons may 


well odious. Staff turnover. and the ease 


staff employment are ready measures that 
should disclose many instances weakness 
the agency. Case load turnover, either too 


fast too slow, will indicate that job 
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evaluation the success failure the 

treatment program, requiring periodic The 
ports intake and the disposition 
received. Over period years this will pro. 
vide norm success which can 


each report received. 
The board member also should 
the agency participating fully 
community: whether its services are whole. 
heartedly rendered whether, because 
quarreling with other agencies failure to} 
community picture. have 
general, order perform his 
tion, the board member should become 
oughly acquainted with the staff 
with the physical plant and, from 
professional standpoint, with the 
work carried on. should couple with 
knowledge, honest sympathy with psy 
program. Without these abilities, the board 
member will unable exercise his job 
interpreting the program for the Wha 
and unless can stand interpreter, true 


from 


are 


has lost large portion his plea 
dete 
Objectivity Important 


board member for agency such 
discussion arises primarily from the 
one’s own emotional stability. One cannot 
assimilate growing awareness the causes 
emotional disturbance children without 
feeling stirring within oneself long latent 
emotions which can quickly lead loss 
objectivity find necessary. the board 
member’s limitations this respect are 
great—if each child’s problems become 
development policies and procedures 
interpreting the service. the stresses 
pulls the individual board member are 
too great, however, will find valuable 
reward performing his function—a 
that arises not only from forwarding the pro- 


Inc 


the 


President the Board, Ryther Child Center 
Seattle, 


[26] 


UNITED 
CHILD WELFARE 


The writer discusses ways which citi- 
can further the well-being the com- 
will pro. 


munity through the passage effective 
legislation for 


the California coastal mountains not 
cause from the Ocean, the newest and 
mental institution California. The 
the juvenile patients the hospi- 
have been sent juvenile courts the 

Youth Authority for ninety-day 
-by-day 
this 
detend 
are housed the adult wards. The ma- 


treatment. The remainder have been 
mentally ill either the order 
the psychopathic courts voluntary 
parents. The older children, 
over fourteen, have separate facility 


the children are average above 
job 
What true Camarillo State Hospital 
eter, true children general. They have few 
plead their cause when neglected, times 
defender when they are legally detained 
committed, and overall organization 
ing asa 
under 
impact 


Individual adults, including legislators, 


seem misplace childhood mem- 
and find difficult recapture 
those experiences that would make them 
are their rights security and protection. 
The State California, reputedly the 
res children, weightily involved problems 
ses 
are not 
aluable 
reward 
pro- 


secure the financial outlay for program in- 
volving opportunity and community accept- 
ance for every child. 


inds oil, water, and phenomenally 
population. The impact 
Postwar vears have been especially 
the lives its children. California trying 
han seven years the same 
amount new classrooms and teachers that 
took ninety develop between 
1850 and 1940. Governor Goodwin Knight 
Wash, the issue juvenile delinquency one 
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the most troublesome the State when 
calling his biennial Conference Children 
and Youth last April. Meanwhile legislators, 
who have sharp differences opinion how 
bring water from the flooded areas the 
North where water abundant, the water- 
thirsty South, are absorbed that service 
children sometimes appears assume sec- 
ondary importance. Despite the fact that 
Tidelands oil royalties are coming well 
over the $11,000,000 year originally es- 
timated, California’s natural wealth has not 
solved its problems; rather like Midas’s gold 
seems have created them. 

The many, intense problems children 
the State, and the distracting factors that 
turn the attention legislators away from 
these problems, aroused citizens the com- 
munity and various organizations create 
the necessary advocacy Sacramento dur- 
ing the 1955 and 1956 sessions the State 
Legislature work for the interests 
children. 


Background Material AAUW 

The California State Division the 
American Association University Women, 
with approximately 100 branches and 20,000 
members the various sections the State, 
has long been concerned with the welfare 
children the national, state, and local 
levels through its study-action program. 
Among its interests was its vital concern 
with child welfare relates adoptions, 
public assistance, and mental health facilities 
for children. line with its national policy, 
makes careful study and preparation be- 
branches put their practical education 
work the community initiating com- 
munity projects, which may often meet 
urgent community need and alert com- 
munity the State need for which 
later assumes responsibility. The California 
State Division AAUW 
with other State and community groups, but 

reserves its organizational autonomy when 
comes legislative action. 

the last two legislative sessions has 
been active three fronts regarding child 


Vee 
+ 


welfare, namely: adoption laws, child care 


centers, and health 


mental 


services. 

Although AAUW comprised group 
college-trained women among whom there 
are substantial number professional 
women, functions essentially lay group 
and welcomes the opportunity work co- 
operatively with those agencies, individuals, 
and citizens’ groups who have specialized 
knowledge the field child welfare. The 
California State Division maintains advo- 
cates volunteer basis, selected from the 
various geographical areas the State, 
follow legislation, contact legislators, and 
present statements before legislative com- 
mittees. 

only when organizations realize their 
potential multiply their influence through 
contacts and cooperation with other groups, 
that children will have strong ally equiva- 
lent their own alumni association. 

valuable opportunity was afforded the 
California State Division when the Citizens’ 
Committee Adoption Children, organ- 
ized April, 1950, and financed the 
Rosenberg Foundation and the Columbia 
Foundation, made three-year study 
adoption problems the State California 
and included its membership AAUW 
member active branch and State Division 
work. 

This study answered the following basic 
questions they related adoption 
California: 

Who are the children available for adoption? 

Where are these children? 

How many are there? 

Are there children institutions 


homes who could served better through 
adoption? 


What community services are necessary insure 

the protection children the adoption process? 
The study also made recommendations; 
but did not deal extensively with needed 
legislation, since was the consensus the 
entire group that the California adoption 
law was general adequate law. 

Mrs. Nelson Davis the Burlingame- 
San Mateo-Hillsborough Branch who was 
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the AAUW member this committee 
quick see that this information 
the State Division one its 
workshops. This background information, 
contacts, and study alerted the 
evaluate carefully the bills introduced the 
1955 Legislature that would exempt phys. 
surgeons, attorneys-at-law from 


the provision the Civil Code that makes 


misdemeanor for anyone not parent or; 
licensed agency place child for adoption, 


How the AAUW Went Into Action 
Once again AAUW turned those agen. 


cies and citizens groups primarily 


with adoptions for analysis the bills, 
materials, and speakers order acquaint 
the State Legislative Program Committee 
and key branch leaders its organizatior 
with the needed facts—facts that must 
have before could take action. The State 
Citizens’ Committee Adoptions and the 
Children’s Home Society California were 
among those groups making information 
readily available our members. Clyde 
Getz, Executive Director the latter 
zation, has very ably the bills, 
their implications and the lobbies back 
them, well the coordination the ac. 
tivities interested groups defeat these 
bills. The significant factor this 
was that not only some very bad adoption 
bills were defeated, but the type 
tional cooperation entailed their defeat 
demonstrated the tremendous potential that 
citizen and professional groups have 
plying their influence behalf children. 

was the efforts groups with specialized 
knowledge that enabled reach legis- 
lators through our branches and advocates 
Sacramento. 

Another example multiplying influence 
that has had legislative significance for the 
California State Division has been that 
small community the field mental 
health known the Harbor District Mental 
Health Service. 


1“Citizens Speak Adoption Legislation Call- 
fornia,” WELFARE, January 
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Although this project had small beginnings, 
gained momentum and importance 
extent that may eventually serve 
:model for community mental health serv- 
throughout the State California. 
along with other interested organiza- 
and social agencies the Los Angeles 
area, after comprehensive survey 
ocal mental health needs, petitioned the 
Department Mental Hygiene for aid 
establishing community mental health 
the Los Angeles harbor area. The 
State was then contemplating future mas- 
plan for mental health serv- 
California” and consented pro- 
vide professional personnel for all-purpose 
the harbor area would responsible 
furnishings, and entire main- 
tenance such clinic. This unique 

ment grass-roots cooperative endeavors 
has its purpose that evaluating com- 
munity interest and support community 
psychiatric services the local level. The 
Service receives referrals from private and 
public 


for the housing, 


carries educational 
program the field mental health, con- 


agencies, 


ducts agency and school conferences the 
professional level, and limited out- 
patient work from State hospitals. 


does 


Working Hand-in-Hand 

The interest and success this project 
under the leadership Mrs. Clark Wals- 
worth the San Pedro Branch caused the 
California State Division support, 
major way the 1955 Legislature, 
that provided for local initiative 
and responsibility setting specified 
mental health services such outpatient 
clinics, rehabilitation, educational, and pre- 
tive programs. This bill, encouraging 
and counties establish services for 
ial concern those inter- 
ire, since community pro- 
means meeting the mental health 
children. The failure help children 
their emotional problems first appear, 
may result acute mental illness necessitat- 


cities 


needs 
whe 
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ing placement state hospitals when they 
especially need their families. The conse- 
quent feeling rejection and the stigma 
attached commitment may remain with 
child throughout life—liabilities children 
can ill afford. 

The Community Mental Health Services 
Act contained provisions that 
would, enacted into law, eventually cost 
the State several million dollars each year— 
one the major hurdles when came 
securing the passage the bill the Senate. 

attempting get this bill passed, the 
California State Division was not merely 
giving supportive help and directing its 
efforts toward the members one committee 
did the case the adoption bills, but 
was carrying the Passage this bill 
entailed enlisting the support four power- 
ful legislative committees, well the 
major portion the members the Assem- 
bly and Senate. There were several statewide 
women’s organizations record supporting 
this bill, but their efforts were not co- 
ordinated. Then, too, elements the medical 
profession were not agreement regarding 
the merits the bill. Even with these handi- 
caps the bill passed the Assembly fifty- 
nine fifteen vote. Despite the defeat the 
bill the Senate Governmental Efficiency 
Committee, efforts secure its passage had 
very significant educational value. One as- 
semblyman stated the floor the Assem- 
bly that never before had much corre- 
spondence been received about any one bill. 
Moreover, the interest aroused community 
mental health services the 1955 Legislative 
Session paid off the 1956 Budget Session. 
increased appropriation for psychiatric 
enable the San Pedro and Long 
Beach clinics extend their community 
mental health services was included the 
budget. 


Conclusion 

From the examples given, multiplying 
several respects. needs extend both 
local and State levels. also continuing 
responsibility, not only times crisis, but 


dimensional 


x 
+ 
| 


day-to-day, month-to-month, 

When professional and lay groups working 
the field child welfare enlist work with 
one another their activities, 
adequate services for children will steadily 
increase and fewer crises will develop. Such 
cooperation will help organizations obtain 
the constructive critical analysis that will 
enable them make the 
appraisal better job. 

Few organizations realize their tremendous 
potential for multiplying influence 
press, the radio, and working together 
the implementation programs for chil- 
dren. The techniques, knowledge, and com- 
munity services are potentially available 
relieve the emotional stresses, insecurities, 
and tensions that warp the lives children 
and breed social When that happy mil- 
lennium arrives that all realize our maxi- 
mum potential, then children will have 
least equal rank the California State 
Legislature with California’s other valuable 
assets—oil and water. 

Winona 
Program Chairman, California State 
American Association University Women, Los Angeles 
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WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
St. Missouri 
Fall Spring Semester 
Entrance spring semester, followed summer 
session, permits second-year status the 
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two-year graduate curriculum leading the 
professional degree. 


MASTER SOCIAL WORK 
Child Welfare one eight fields specialization 
open the student the second year, following 
first year generic content. Supervised field practice 
both public and private agencies. 


Scholarships training grants usually available for 
the qualified applicant. 


DOCTOR SOCIAL WORK 


professional curriculum with 


research orientation. 


Early inquiry and application advised. 
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD 
Refugee Relief Act Expires—What Nox 


past few years, increasing 
foreign children have been adopted Amer: 
can families through the efforts child 
fare agencies and national agencies such 
International Social Service and the 
Committee for Refugees. Tremendous stride 
have been made the understanding 
social measures and legal technicalities 
volved intercountry adoptions. 
this understanding being adop. 
tion practices and laws many countries. 

was blow, therefore, when Congres 
adjourned July without taking 
tive action extend the Orphans’ Prograr 
the Refugee Relief Act. This Act had pro. 
vided for the issuance visas, not 
under the regular quota the country 
residence, that orphans adopted abroad 
coming this country for adoption migh: 
immigrate. The Refugee Relief Act will 
expire December 31, 1956, 
issued under must granted prior 
date. 

What even more serious that, the 
Refugee Relief Office the State 
partment advises, the 4,000 visas providec 
for orphans the Act will 
almost immediately, and unless child hac 
been registered with the Consul his 
country prior the first September, 
would not have chance for visa. 
agencies have been aware this urgency 
have made heroic efforts providing 
gency service complete the processing 
cases already under consideration. There wil. 
many disappointed families and children, 
however, who did not get the rope.” 

True, the termination the Refugee 
Relief Act does not affect the placement ané 
immigration orphans for adoption from 
countries where the immigration 
not oversubscribed—Germany, Ireland, 
and Canada. Intercountry adoptions 
proceed usual from these countries, 
though the social agencies will often follow 
the same pattern service used under the 
Refugee Relief Act. 
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Many agencies are asking such questions 
“What now? What tell potential 
adoptive parents? What about 
father who wants adopt his wife’s illegiti- 
mate child? Should finish the home 
studies have already started?” 

First, are convinced that long 
there are many children abroad need 
homes and many potential adoptive par- 


ents this country, there will tremen- 


dous demand for intercountry adoptions. 
Servicemen, instances, returning 
from abroad will find that they have leave 
behind member their family, their 
adopted child. The dramatic need the 
Eurasian children Korea and Japan cannot 
pressures. The Langer bill 3570, which pro- 
vided for the extension Orphans’ Pro- 
gram the Refugee Relief Act, was favor- 
ably reported out the Senate Judiciary 
Committee and was debated the Senate 
the before Congress adjourned. Its pro- 
visions were included omnibus immi- 
gration substitute bill which 
Senate but, failing get action the House 
Representatives, died. There was 
controver 


showed 


some 


the contrary Congressmen 
considerable interest 


Washington has given encouragement that 


special legislation provide for issuance 


non-quota visas eligible orphans for immi- 
gration adoption will introduced 
Congress shortly after convenes Janu- 
can isolated from controversial 
immigration issues, should have imme- 
diate passage. 

would recommend that such legislation 
imilar 3570 and provide for: 
eligible 
abroad immigrating for adop- 


narents return to the 
ts Fecurnm CO 
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about the orphans’ section 


establishing, consultation and cooperation with 
the Department Health, Education and 
Welfare, standards and regulations for the imple- 
mentation these provisions. 


With this optimistic view towards future 
legislation, will try answer the ques- 
tions agencies and individuals about the 
immediate future intercountry adoptions. 

The International Social Service would 
like receive all the home studies poten- 
tial adoptive families now process 
agencies. These would add those already 
hand and provide basis for selection 
homes for any children ready for adoption 
the near future. would suggest, however, 
that new studies undertaken families 
for whom child must located. This 
would only unduly raise the hopes poten- 
tial adoptive parents and expend energies 
wastefully. 

urge one exception—that every con- 
sideration given families wanting 
adopt foreign children mixed racial origin, 
Negro children and Eurasian children from 
Japan and Korea. These children are 
desperately need American adoptive 
homes. may mean life death some 
recent letter from Korea, expressing the fear 
that some the American-Korean children 
might not live see new legislation. 
therefore want encourage any interest 
them and assure their countries our 
continuing concern for their future welfare. 

Agencies will probably asked families 
for assistance bringing relative 
for adoption. Where this 
appears sound plan, would suggest 
that every effort made get the proce- 
dures under way. Without encouragement 
about the possibility for early immigration, 
study the home might completed and 
International Social Service could obtain the 
child’s history with the necessary documen- 
tation from abroad. The Refugee Relief 
Office will continue receive the assurances 
this immigration and forward them the 
appropriate Consul, that when 
visa prompt action can taken. 

Where visas are available, citizens may 
want use their prerogative asking their 


ae 
| 
tion, With no time masts set; 
Taising the ag 
to Keep s1Diings 
extending Validity Of Visa issued to orphan adopted 
abroad American residing abroad, 
United States in due 
course Of tneir service or Dusiness; 
+t) eliminating recognition of proxy adoption as the ee 
Oasts [or Visa Issuance, 
< 


Congressmen introduce private bills 
their behalf, permit visa issuance child 
otherwise barred from immigration. this 
were the case would suggest the following: 


The usual Refugee Relief Act procedures should 
followed, that is, approval the home study and 
case history the child, proper consent docu- 
mentation and clearance any legal obstacles 
adoption, assurance supervision and responsi- 
bility case breakdown. 


to 


agreed that the immigration the child 
the family sound social plan and the child will 
immigrating under the proper safeguards, the 
adoptive parents might select the Congressman 
they think most sympathetic and write asking that 
introduce private bill. They should give the 
facts about the child, information about their abil- 
ity care for this child, and their willingness 
assume full responsibility for his adoption. 


Go 


Acopy their letter might given the agency 
assisting their plans, that the agency could 
support their request writing the Congress- 
man confirming the soundness the adoption 
plan, the availability the proper documentation, 
and the agency’s willingness stand until the 
adoption completed. 

When the bill passed Congress, the agency 

should proceed with the immigration arrangements 

and adoptive placement. 


The field social welfare may feel justly 
proud the developments immigration 
legislation, providing for admission chil- 
dren this country for adoption under 
socially sound conditions. long the 
great demand for adoptable children exists 
the United States, there will the danger 
the growth unorthodox practices and 
methods obtaining children, both here and 
abroad. The program under the Refugee 
Relief Act has demonstrated the benefits 
sound legislation. hoped that those in- 
dividuals who have gained from it, and the 
agencies participating it, will press for 
early legislation. Since there reason 
optimistic about the prospects, believe 
equally important for agencies maintain 
their machinery for service intercountry 
adoptions that can called into use 
promptly. 

Susan 


Assistant Director 
American Branch International Social Service 
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War Orphans Educational Program 


Tue passace the War Orphans Educa. 
tional Assistance Act 1956 represented the 
accomplishment American Legion child 
welfare objective which will make possible 
for children who lost parent result 
war service, further their education 
equal basis with most other students. 

The purpose the law provide oppor. 
tunities for children whose education might 
otherwise impeded interrupted because 
the parent’s death, which was caused 
disease injury incurred aggravated 
the Armed Forces during World War 
World War IT, the Korean Conflict, and 
aid such children obtaining educational 
status which they normally would have ob. 
tained had their parent continued live. 

eligible for the benefits the parent 
must have died while service, death 
occurred after being honorably discharged, 
the cause must have been disease injury 
incurred aggravated the Armed Forces 
during official war periods World War 
World War II, the Korean Conflict. 

The eligible person may receive assistance 
during the period which begins his eight- 
eenth birthday his successful completion 
high school, whichever occurs first, and 
ends his twenty-third birthday. 

The above age limits may extended if: 


B00 


persons are over eighteen but under twenty-three 


The 
the effective date this Act; mon 
their individual deadlines fall the middle 

plete the term semester; 
persons enter military service before age twenty- 
three. 
The legislation provides education and 
months. For those who attend approved 
colleges, vocational schools, business schools healt 
and other approved educational institutions, 
the law provides $110 per month upon com- 
pletion month’s full-time training, 
per month three-fourth time basis, and 
$50 half-time basis. 
The Act also includes special restorative 
training provisions train retrain, restore 


improve individual’s ability, with re- 
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rative 
re- 


spect physical mental functions 
which handicapped and which are es- 
sential the normal pursuit education. 

The potential number recipients out- 
lined the Veterans Administration is: 
World War I—4,272; World War 
132,542; Korean Conflict— 19,365. school 
started this fall, about 14,000 were the 
college-age group. However, estimated 
only about half these students will benefit 
because their failure finish high school 
and plan further for their education. 

The American Legion believes real serv- 
ice can provided assisting the remain- 
ing potentially eligible students plan for 
their careers and continue their education 
beyond the high school level. 

The parent guardian the person for 
whom educational assistance requested, 
should submit application the Veterans 
Administration and receive official de- 
cision eligibility from that agency. 


RANDEL SHAKE 


National Child Welfare Director 
The American Legion, Indianapolis, Ind. 


BOOK NOTES 


The Social Welfare Court Digest, published 
monthly Emanuel Bund, 119 57th New 
York 19, $10.00 per year. 

should like call the attention 
our readers The Social Welfare Court Digest. 
the publisher’s own words this 
monthly summary reported state and 
federal court decisions relating 
welfare, exclusive public and mental 
health, social security, unemployment insur- 
ance and matrimonial cases, prepared es- 
pecially for use welfare agencies.” Recent 
issues have contained precis about such 
matters court rulings cases dealing with 
adoption, support children, parents seek- 
ing regain custody their children, the 
“neglected” child, illegitimate children. This 
should interest children’s agencies. 
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Child Behavior, Frances Ilg, M.D. and Louise 
Bates Ames, Ph.D. Harper and Brothers, New York, 
1955. 364 pp. $3.00. 


expanding their newspaper column, 
“Child Behavior,” into book, the authors, 
Ilg and Ames the Gesell Institute, have 
retained their friendly, informal tone and 
their homey, sensible suggestions for inquir- 
ing parents. The book contains great deal 
general, reassuring advice almost any 
topic parents might concerned about. 
There decided attempt put parents 
children from infancy about ten years 
age ease, showing frequently typical 
stages growth table form, similar 
earlier books published the Gesell 
Institute. 

The organization the book not too 
clear because the authors have avoided any 
definite psychological point view and, 
therefore, deal with various topics without 
connecting them with any dynamic topical 
thread. The worker the field child wel- 
fare and indeed alert parents will wonder 
why there separate chapter “‘tensional 
outlets” without any connection the chap- 
ter sex behavior, fears, mother-child 
relationship, father-child relationship. Symp- 
toms behavior such nail-biting, mastur- 
bation, fears the dark, boasting, learning 
difficulties, are all covered briefly and 
separately, that the reader really never 
gets central concept behavior and the 
interrelationship between the various levels 
the personality. the other side, there 
are included certain technical concepts, such 
Sheldon’s body types, which one would 
expect find textbook psychology 
rather than this parent-oriented volume. 

their desire understood and popu- 
lar, the authors have leaned over backwards 
far that even such concepts 
behavior” are confined genital functioning 
rather than the whole the libidinal de- 
velopment the human being. this point 
cultural development, one could expect 
writers child behavior refer sexual 
behavior part the need love and 
loved. 

Apparently the authors have aimed their 
book busy parents who want some quick 


hae 
i; 


and practical answers and with this aim 
mind, they have succeeded. certainly 
helpful parents read again that starting 
school too soon 
children through cheating stages, that 
not the cause all 
evil, that many children get sick while riding 
car fear the dark. 

would question whether parents have 


harmful, 


television and radio are 


columns. The very parents who have not had 
contact with this common-sense kind ad. 


vice and who should reached, may not 


the reading parents. Perhaps the reputation 
the Gesell Institute and the authors will 
impressive enough get them pick 
book child behavior. this the case, 
they will find this volume helpful 


not heard this kind sensible advice before 


from teachers, doctors, 


whether they have 


television, 
not read newspaper 


New School for Soctal Research, New York City 


CLASSIFIED PERSONNEL OPENINGS 


Classified personnel advertisements are inserted the rate cents per word; boxed ads $6.50 per inch; 
minimum insertion, Deadline for acceptance cancellation eighth month prior month publication, 
Ads listing box numbers otherwise not identifying the agency are accepted only when accompanied statement 
that person presently holding the job knows that the being placed. 


LOS ANGELES—Openings for two 
caseworkers with graduate training 
expanding family and child wel- 
fare agency—multiple 
cluding marital counseling, unmar- 
child placement foster home care 
and group care, psychiatric consulta- 
tion. Highly qualified supervision. 
Standard personnel practices. Op- 
portunities for advancement. Salary 
$3660-$5712 depending training 
and experience. Write: Rev. William 
Barry, Assistant Director, Cath- 
olic Welfare Bureau, 855 Figueroa 


St., Los Angeles 17, Calif. 
CASEWORKER child place- 


ment agency. Service includes inten- 
sive casework with deeply troubled 
parents and children. Psychiatric 
consultation. Excellent 
practices, Social Security, retirement, 
and health insurance. Requirements: 
Master’s degree social work school 
and potential being creative. Sal- 
ary $4092-$5112. Clyde Pritchard, 
Executive Secretary, Children’s Bu- 
reau Los Angeles, 2824 Hyans St., 
Los Angeles 26, Calif. 


CASEWORKER II, Master’s de- 
gree, work with parents and chil- 
dren foster homes and cottage 
placement part psychiatrically 
oriented team. Car necessary. Good 
supervision and working conditions. 
Adequate psychiatric consultation. 
Salary $4092-$5112. Can hire 
$4572. Retirement plan, Social Se- 
curity and paid hospitalization insur- 
ance. CWLA member. Write Joseph 
Bonapart, Executive Director, Vista 
Del Mar Child-Care Service, 3200 
Motor Ave., Los Angeles 34, Calif. 
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CASEWORKER parent-child 
guidance service which service 
families with troubled boys be- 
tween the ages 6-18; psychiatric 
and psychological consultation avail- 
able. Requirements: Master’s degree 
social work school plus five years’ 
experience following graduation; ex- 
perience counseling with children 
and parents preferred. Man. Salary 
$4572-$5832, five-step plan. Social 
Security and retirement, health in- 
surance paid agency. Milton 
Goldberg, Executive Director, Jew- 
ish Big Brothers Association, Room 
366, 590 Vermont Ave., Los 
Angeles Calif. 


CASEWORKER III, work with 
parents and children foster homes 


and cottage placement part 


psychiatrically oriented team. Re- 
quirements: Master’s degree social 
work school plus five years’ experi- 
ence following graduation. Car neces- 
sary. Adequate psychiatric consulta- 
tion. Salary $4572-$5712. Can hire 
$5112, five-step plan. Retirement 
plan and Social Security, paid hos- 
pitalization insurance. Write Joseph 
Bonapart, Executive Director, Vista 
Del Mar Child-Care Service, 3200 
Motor Ave., Los Angeles 34, Calif. 


CASEWORKER WANTED for 
Children’s Home Southern 
fornia related Church (Baptist). 
Master’s degree required adequate 
experience. Apply directly Super- 
intendent, Children’s Baptist Home 
Southern California, 7715 Vic- 
toria Ave., Inglewood Calif. 


November, 1956 


CHILD CARE WORKERS: 
couple for residential treatment unit 
for emotionally disturbed boys 
opened February Ist, Will get 
opening cottage and school. Staff 
will include psychiatrist, psycholo- 
gist, social worker specialists. 
must have experience 
dealing with disturbed children and 
Man 
must have experience dealing with 
emotionally disturbed children and 
one the following fields: shop 
arts and crafts, agriculture, recrea- 
tion remedial teaching. Resident 
position. Joint salary, 
$700 plus apartment and_ board. 
Apply to: Joseph Bonapart, Execu- 
tive Director, Vista Del Mar Child- 
Care Service, 3200 Motor Ave., Los 
Angeles 34, Calif. 


MALE CASEWORKER with group 
with casework experience. Multiple- 
function agency 
treatment center for disturbed chil- 
dren. Undifferentiated case loads. 
Consultation service, supervised fos- 
ter home program, and residential 
treatment unit. Salary: $4092-$5712, 
plus $15.00 month car allowance 
and mileage. M.A. degree required. 
CWLA member agency. Write 
James Mann, Executive Director, 
Children’s Foster Care Services, 
4368 Lincoln Ave., Oakland Calif. 
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